






















 

‘Proud of Indian Railways’: PM Modi hails ministries to help 

people amid coronavirus 

 

Humanity will surely overcome the coronavirus pandemic, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Saturday as he 
hailed the efforts put in by various ministries to help people during the lockdown, and in the fight against 
COVID-19. 

“The world is fighting COVID-19 together. Humanity will surely overcome this pandemic,” Modi said while 
replying to a tweet by the Indian Embassy in Switzerland. 

“Indian Tricolor of more than 1000 meters in size projected on Matterhorn Mountain, Zermatt, Switzerland to 
express Solidarity to all Indians in the fight against COVID 19. A big Thank You to @zermatt_tourism for the 
gesture,” the tweet by the Indian Embassy said. 

The prime minister also responded to tweets by various ministries and his cabinet colleagues on how efforts 
were being made to help people amid the lockdown. 

“Proud of the Indian Railways team. They’ve been continuously helping our citizens in this crucial hour,” Modi 
said in response to a tweet by Railway Minister Piyush Goyal. 

Goyal said that while passenger trains stopped during the lockdown, the Railways did not. 

“With relentless dedication, hard work and meticulous planning, Railways keeps the nation running smoothly,” 
he tweeted 
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NORTHERN RAILWAY MAKES 1,500 PPE IN A DAY, PRODUCES 10,000 SINCE LOCKDOWN 

    26 APRIL 2020  Last Updated at 10:18 PM | SOURCE: PTI 
 

New Delhi, Apr 26 (PTI) With the production of a record 1,500 personal protective equipment (PPE) on Sunday, 
Northern Railway workshops have made 10,000 such essential life-saving gear for its doctors and paramedics 
since the nationwide lockdown began, officials said. 
In a bid to meet the demand for PPE, the Northern Railway earlier this month got approval to make such 
coveralls from the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 
PPE suits are required by the medical staff while treating COVID-19 patients as a measure to avoid direct contact. 
Personal protective equipment manufactured by Jagadhri railway workshop passed the test conducted by the 
DRDO on April 5 and has made 6,472 coveralls along with Kalka workshop till date. 
The achievement becomes significant as the Northern Railway has produced 10,000 such coveralls, while all the 
other zonal railways together made 20,000 during the ongoing lockdown period. 
The Indian Railways has planned to manufacture 1.30 lakh PPEs at its workshops across the country by May-end. 
Northern Railway workshops have also produced 5,917 litres of sanitisers, 46,373 masks and converted 540 
coaches into isolation wards during the lockdown period. PTI ASG GJS KJ 
 

WESTERN RAILWAY MAKES MORE THAN 1,000 HIGH QUALITY PPE OVERALLS FOR FRONTLINE WARRIORS 

Monday, 27 April 2020 | PNS | New Delhi 
 

 



Considering the rising number of cases of the Coronavirus Pandemic in India, the prevention, containment and 
management of the deadly Covid-19 are being monitored at very high level & various actions have been suitably 
reviewed by the Centre. 
Doctors and healthcare workers are our frontline warriors in this fight against the Coronavirus and to fight this 
battle effectively Personal Protective Equipments (PPE) have become most essential. In view of the large 
requirements of PPEs in Railway Hospitals, Indian Railways Workshops and Production Units have been put to the 
task to manufacture PPEs for medical personnel. 
In continuation to this, Western Railway’s Lower Parel Workshop have put its best foot forward by making over 
1050 PPE coveralls till now, along with shoe covers for the medical fraternity of WR’s Jagjivan Ram Hospital 
situated at  Mumbai Central, which is treating many Coronavirus patients. 
According to a Press release issued by Ravinder Bhakar — Chief Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, 
these PPEs are required in large quantities by medical personnel working in  Western Railway’s 172 bed Jagjivan 
Ram Hospital (JRH), Mumbai Central, which is the only Railway Hospital handling COVID-19 patients in India to 
protect them from acquiring infections. Western Railway’s Lower Parel Workshop have tirelessly manufactured 
more than 1000 PPE coveralls with shoe covers for the medical team working round the clock at Jagjivan Ram 
Hospital.   

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY ZONE OFFICERS START HELPLINE TO HELP IN DELIVERY OF ESSENTIAL ITEMS 
 PTI| Apr 16, 2020 06:10 PM IST 
Mathura (UP), Apr 16 (PTI) A dedicated helpline called "SETU" has been started by a group of Indian Railway Traffic Service 

(IRTS) officers to ensure smooth transportation of essential commodities in different parts of the country amid the national 

lockdown, a senior officer of North Central Railway said on Thursday. 

“The team is virtually acting as a bridge between suppliers and purchasers with the difference that the service is limited to 

overcome the shortage of essential commodities,” Sanchit Tyagi, Senior Divisional Commercial Manager (DCM), North 

Central Railway, Allahabad said. 

Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call for 'Vayam Rashtrey Jaagrayam' while announcing the extension of the 

nationwide lockdown on April 14, he said a team of 15 trainee officers with support and guidance of four IRTS officers - 

Sanjay Kumar, Srikant Mallela, Vishal Arjun and himself - started a voluntary initiative through SETU on the same day. 

Explaining how the system works, Tyagi said suppliers sometimes find it difficult to dispatch the essential commodities in 

time during lockdown restrictions. If they approached the SETU helpline - 8448848477, the officers will ensure fulfilment of 

all the formalities in time, including transportation of commodities to the nearest railway station and loading of the 

consignment by the first possible parcel train, the officer added. 

In the event of shortage of masks, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits, medicines, vegetables, food grains, etc in any 

district of the country can approach the district administration concerned and may approach the senior DCM or senior 

divisional operations manager (DOM) of the nearest railway division, provided the supplier is ready to supply the item 

immediately. 

The rest of the logistics would be taken care by SETU helpline, including helping the supplier get necessary permits to 

transport the goods up to the station, he pointed out. 

“Finally, the consignment would be transported by the parcel trains running as per time table with follow up action of 

monitoring it online," Tyagi added. 

Within two days of setting up the team, the helpline has been buzzing with requests for transporting more than 40 tonnes 

of materials, the officer claimed. 

According to Tyagi, requests from Agra, Badaun, Banswara, Bardhman, Bhagalpur, Bhilwara, Bilaspur, Dhanbad, Goa, 

Kashipur, Madhubani, Surat in addition to major cities like New Delhi, Mumbai and Hyderabad for transporting 

consignments of PPEs, critical medicines, raw materials for making masks, covers for medicine, etc, have been received so 

far. 

https://www.latestly.com/author/pti/


Giving one such example of sending life-saving medicines from Delhi to Madhubani (in Bihar) for an ailing woman, the 

officer said, "We are helping people by transporting even 500 grams of medicines in case of emergency." 

A factory in Tamil Nadu's Tirupur manufacturing safety kits was temporarily closed following the lockdown but has now 

resumed production after it was apprised of the intiative of IRTS officers with the SETU helpline, he claimed. 

Farmers have also started calling the helpline to send 2,000 kg of black pepper from Coorg in Karnataka to Patna in Bihar 

and cumin seeds (jeera) from Ahmedabad to Patna, he further said. 

(This is an unedited and auto-generated story from Syndicated News feed, LatestLY Staff may not have modified or edited 

the content body) 

HOW INDIA MANAGES THE BATTLE AGAINST COVID-19 ON THE GROUND 

ByThe Manila Times April 27, 2020 

 

While Covid-19 ravages the world, little is known about the disease’s spread in India’s rural hinterland and congested urban 

areas. More importantly, how is it being managed? Will India follow a similar, or even worse trajectory as China, Italy and 

Iran? What would that mean in a country of 1.3 billion people, which is often depicted as bumbling and chaotic, with poor 

health facilities and desperately short of medical manpower? 

Perhaps India’s savior may not be a miraculous vaccine, but the efficiency of its administration and public health responses 

to a crisis. 

Two-thirds of India’s 1.3 billion population is rural, spread over 728 districts in about 650,000 villages. By the evening of 

March 31, 1397 cases had been reported, with 146 new infections in the past 24 hours across the country — and a death 

toll which rose to 35. This, despite taking stout measures long before most people were even aware of how lethal this 

disease could be and the way it affects human beings, who can easily succumb once it spreads in the community. 

Health crisis management at the district and state levels 

India ordered an early embargo on international arrivals, including Indian citizens, and cancelled all domestic flights. The 

Indian Railways, which annually carries the equivalent of the entire world’s population, imposed draconian checks on 

movement. A nation-wide lockout was imposed on March 25, banning people from leaving their homes — except in pairs, 

only for essential provisions and medicine. 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/sherwin_arnaiz/


Under the Indian Constitution, health is governed at the State level. But when it comes to epidemic control, the Health 

Ministry’s directives must be and indeed are observed by all states. With the enforcement of the National Disaster 

Management Act 2005, the administrative system has been reinforced. Indeed, political wrangling has abated considerably, 

as all states have understood what is at stake. 

India’s administrative system — the division of the states into districts themselves, each comprised of tens of thousands of 

villages — is run by an organizational structure unparalleled anywhere in the world. 

The district administration was inherited from the colonial government run by British officers who once toured the districts 

on horseback. The horses have disappeared, but the framework remains in place throughout the country. Except that now, 

it is digitally proficient, precise and swift (albeit mostly in times of crisis). Every district is headed by a district magistrate 

(DM) or collector who represents the civil administration, and who has the authority during disasters to commandeer 

virtually anyone and anything within the district. 

How a single line of district authority helps get the job done 

At times like this, the DM’s authority is unquestioned and total: they (the DMs) can requisition empty buildings, privately 

owned transport, hotel space, and even manpower, and can order a halt or diversion of all movement, order house visits 

and establish systems for documentation and reporting. These are executed by line departments and enforced by the 

police, who themselves report to the DM. No other country has a network where administrative tentacles can activate so 

rapidly, and that can penetrate every house, rural or urban, rich or poor. 

In health outbreaks, a much whittled-down but still dependable public health machinery gets ramped up, and the ASHAs, 

ANMs, the male multipurpose workers, are used for house visits where needed. 

Because of a single line of district authority which, crucially, does not depend on political actors during disasters, what is 

otherwise viewed as a slow and unresponsive administration, responds to crisis situations with incredible efficiency. That is 

how India managed to rehabilitate the districts affected by some of the worst floods, cyclones and earthquakes in the 

world, as well as eradicate polio, contain HIV/ AIDS, and even the plague. Not to speak of small-pox which remains its most 

shining moment. 

How Covid-19 crisis was managed in Bhilwara, Rajasthan 

To understand how Covid-19 gets managed on the ground, consider the district of Bhilwara in Rajasthan (total population 

2.7 million) — which has been in the news because of a Covid-19 infected private hospital doctor along with 12 of his 

hospital staff. A relatively sleepy, largely rural district in one of India’s poorer states, Bhilwara was only known for textiles 

and scroll paintings. The doctor and staff who had all tested positive have been in isolation. How has Bhilwara – headlined 

by the BBC as “India’s possible Italy?” – responded? By March 26 , over two million people in the district — 88 percent of 

the population — had been surveyed through house-to-house visits. 

The DM was certain of 100 percent coverage by March 28 . This was indeed achieved, and the entire 26 lakh-plus 

population of the district has been combed through, followed by quarantining hundreds of families and putting them under 

daily surveillance — both on phone and in person. 

A third survey of the urban areas of the district, as well as a second survey of the rural areas, is underway. A list of beds 

which have been prepared in hotels, resorts, boarding lodges and the district hospital were provided immediately to me. 

The first surveys showed influenza-like symptoms in 2,572 persons in urban areas, but now it has been reported that the 

number has plummeted to 842 in the second urban survey. Positive cases are beginning to test negative. 

Using records of national immigration and railway authorities effectively 

What about other states? The Indian states of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Odisha are ranked in the lowest cohort of states 

by the UNDP’s Human Development Index 2018. In all three states, front-line health workers visit quarantined cases day 

and night. Each suspected case, which meets the risk threshold, is transported by ambulance to the nearest health center, 



where samples are drawn, and the suspect and his family are quarantined until the test report is generated. Health 

Secretaries of all three states corroborate that this continues daily. 

Cases were first identified using the records and manifestos of national immigration and railway authorities. The Integrated 

Disease Surveillance program, run by the National Centre for Disease Control, tracks the hot spots through a call center-

based reporting system that was first deployed during the H1N1 outbreak in 2010. 

The district administration itself runs electronically over mobile phones. In the health sector alone, four groups operate: at 

the interstate level, within districts, between contiguous districts, and between health Secretaries of the states and the 

Union Health Secretary – all on phone. 

Things can go out of hand as happened suddenly in Delhi with the exodus of thousands of migrants back to their villages. 

They travelled on foot or anything moving. The reasons why this happened would need more than what this article can 

include, but the good news is that they are being identified, quarantined and checked — even fed and given shelter — not 

in thousands but tens of thousands. 

India’s Covid-19 fight is using enormous human resources and technical prowess 

India is actively combating Covid-19 in a way unknown to other countries using enormous human resources and technical 

prowess. 

The Centre, the states and the districts are linked electronically, and the Health Ministry and top officials run daily video 

conferences. 

A generous economic package covering cash transfers, food, pensions and cooking gas has been announced for all poor 

people who will pay nothing out of pocket. A government sponsored insurance package has been announced for all health 

workers. Langars (akin to soup kitchens in the west) for anyone hungry have commenced. In Delhi, measures to serve food 

to everyone who wants it are to begin across the wards by April 1. 

The latest to throw a huge spanner in what appeared to be a manageable story is the news of a congregation of a very large 

number of people in Nizamuddin, Delhi which has resulted in several confirmed Covid-19 cases.                The visitors had 

travelled to India from other countries and infected people who have since travelled to different states. This was a totally 

unwarranted assembly, given that an embargo on any gathering of more than 50 people was announced from March 13 in 

Delhi — long before the countrywide lockdown came into force. 

Deep roots of Indian administration will leave no stone unturned 

Once again, the public health machinery has started combing operations which will now need to penetrate not just to find 

those who participated in the congregation but who have infected contacts and contacts of contacts. 

To ferret them out is once again dependent on a meticulous public health response — the success of which cannot be 

forecast. But not for want of trying. 

The Covid-19 crisis will certainly worsen. But it should be everyone’s hope that even as our most trustworthy research 

organizations, the most experienced clinicians and scientific institutions work in unison, the deep roots of the Indian 

administrative and public health system will leave no stone unturned in detecting infections and tackling them as set out in 

the Health Ministry’s directions. 

We must salute all the people who are making this happen, and join hands in gratitude that India possesses the 

leadership, expertise and commitment that this situation demands. This is not the time to berate anyone — least 

of all the states and districts. 

BY SHAILAJA CHANDRA/THE QUINT 

 



 
 

 
 

HOW THE INDIAN RAILWAYS IS REINVENTING ITSELF IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 
Ajeet Mahale APRIL 25, 2020 15:00 IST 

Passenger trains ground to a halt after the lockdown, but the IR’s infrastructure has been chugging away steadily 

 

It was April 7, two weeks into the nationwide lockdown announced to combat COVID-19, and all roads were 

closed. Riku Singh was stuck in Guwahati, while his mother, who has stage four cancer, was in Udharbond in 

Cachar district, more than 300 km away. Singh was distraught because he could not find a way to get medicines 

to her urgently. In desperation, he tweeted at the Assam Health Minister and the Assam Police asking for help. 

Meanwhile, post-lockdown, the Northeast Frontier Railway or NFR had set up a Swift and Efficient Transport of 

Utilities (SETU) team, whose members were scanning Twitter. They read Singh’s tweet and contacted S. Umesh, 

the Area Manager at Badarpur railway junction in Assam. Umesh called NFR’s Divisional Operations Manager, 

Kapinjal Kishore Sharma, in Guwahati, who picked up the medicines from Singh. The package was then put in a 

goods train and sent to Silchar, from where Singh’s uncle picked it up and delivered it to the patient. “The railway 

people arrived like angels. I have no words to express my gratitude,” says Singh. 

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Ajeet-Mahale-13598/


When Sukhdev Mandar in Ludhiana urgently needed a particular drug from Nagpur for his immunity-related 

ailment, the Central Railway (CR) chief parcel supervisor at Nagpur agreed to trans-ship it via Itarsi in the absence 

of a direct train. They don’t normally do trans-shipment but, as Krishnath Patil, CR’s senior divisional commercial 

manager, said, “These are extraordinary circumstances”. 

Indian Railways (IR), the world’s fourth largest rail network, seems to be responding snappily to the times. IR 

might have suspended all passenger trains on March 22, the first time in its history, but the country’s lifeline         

has been far from idle. Apart from a myriad off-beat interventions like the ones above, it has been busy 

reinventing itself so that its massive infrastructure — spread across a staggering 64,000 km, over 7,000 stations, 

and with 12 lakh employees — can be honed into a valuable tool during the pandemic. 

Coach to ward 

“We were asked to come up with ideas to use our existing facilities in the fight against the novel coronavirus,” 

says a senior official with the Railways. The Railway Board, the top decision-making body, started daily video 

conferences with officers across 16 zones. 

One of the first ideas that came up was to convert coaches into quarantine or isolation wards, given the acute 

shortage of these. Soon, the idea became a key initiative for IR. By the end of March, the Railway Board had 

issued a set of guidelines in consultation with the Armed Forces Medical Services, the medical departments of 

zonal railways and Ayushman Bharat. Some 5,000 coaches had been repurposed as of April 10. 

These isolation coaches have one toilet and one bathing room each, the middle berths have been removed, and 

windows fitted with mosquito nets. They have oxygen cylinders and fixtures for medical equipment. They have 

special COVID-19 features like taps with long handles and dustbins with foot pedals. 

 

Railway workers spray disinfectant on train coaches converted to isolation wards for COVID 19 in Howrah, West Bengal   | Photo Credit: PTI 

However, even if these coaches are pressed into service — as Rajesh Bajpai, Executive Director, Railway Board, 

says, “Our hope is the country never reaches a stage when these coaches have to be used” — the challenge will 

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/PTI/


be to station them in spots where uninterrupted water and electricity supply is assured. Second, in the absence 

of airconditioning and specialised equipment, it might make more sense to use these as second-line quarantine 

rather than treatment facilities. 

Hospital back-up 

The next major initiative was to put to use IR’s extensive health facilities, consisting of 586 health units, 45 sub-

divisional hospitals, 56 divisional hospitals, eight production unit hospitals, and 16 zonal hospitals across the 

country. This vast network is now being readied for COVID-19 patients, with as many as 5,000 beds earmarked. In 

Mumbai, Jagjivan Ram Hospital, the zonal hospital of Western Railways, has become the only one to be 

converted into a COVID-19 hospital. Spokesperson Ravinder Bhakar said it was treating around 80 patients. 

In the Northeast, NFR has modified 315 passenger coaches, with 2,500 isolation beds, and has earmarked 

another 170 beds as isolation beds across its hospitals. “These will be made available whenever required,” says 

NFR’s chief spokesperson, Subhanan Chanda. 

While these measures were under way, the doctors in IR’s hospitals pointed out the need for personal protective 

equipment (PPE). Producing PPE is no mean feat: a special type of fabric has to be procured, a particular sewing 

machine is used for seamless stitching, and a special tape attached to prevent contamination. The final design 

adopted by the Railway Board was prepared by the Jagadhari Workshop, which sent its sample PPE to the 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for approval. 

 “Right now, we are aiming for just 1,000 PPEs a day. They will first be used by doctors working in COVID wards at 

railway hospitals. But as we ramp up production, we can provide it to other hospitals too,” says a senior ra ilway 

official. 

NFR, meanwhile, has so far made 407 PPE coveralls, 2,500 litres of hand sanitiser and 76,000 reusable masks. In 

Tamil Nadu, the government is in touch with the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai and Goldenrock Workshop in 

Tiruchi for the bulk supply of healthcare consumables like steel cots and IV stands. The Hubballi Workshop is 

making contactless cubicles, while the Coach Rehabilitation Workshop in Bhopal has come up with a mobile 

cubicle that can be transported to remote areas. 

The meal wagon 

Most importantly, with roads blockaded and trucks abandoned by drivers, IR has had to play a crucial role in 

ensuring that the supply of foodgrains is not hit. 

Not surprisingly, it more than doubled its numbers, moving 4.58 million tonnes of foodgrains from April 1 to April 

22, compared to 1.82 million tonnes over the same period last year.                   

 

         Workers push a cart with food packets and medicines to be transported to Chennai   | Photo Credit: PTI 

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/PTI/


In an innovative move, two sets of long-distance, super-heavy, fast freight trains were introduced — Annapoorna 

Trains by Northern Railways and Jai Kisan Specials by South Central Railway. These services have taken advantage 

of the freed-up tracks to join two freight trains and run them as one, thus doubling capacity. 

Normally, a freight train of 42 wagons carries around 2,600 tonnes of foodgrains. The special trains now carry 

5,200 tonnes. As this goes to print, 55 Annapoorna trains and 8 Jai Kisan specials have been run, clocking a 

creditable average speed of 44 kmph. 

Other quick decisions have also helped IR up its role. It has tweaked its regular routes, aggregated small parcels, 

and picked up unique cargo. It identified 65 parcel routes for essential goods and, until April 14, has run 507 such 

trains. 

In Bhusaval in Maharashtra, for instance, trains transport onions but not bananas, which go by road. Post-

lockdown, a parcel van of bananas was sent to Delhi. Now, following requests from fruit traders, Central Railway 

plans to run several parcel trains for fruit. Similarly, Western Railway has dramatically increased milk loading at 

Palanpur in Gujarat to transport milk to Haryana and Delhi. From March 23 to April 20, 14 milk specials have run, 

carrying 9,903.20 tonnes of milk. 

In the Northeast, NFR has moved more than 480 rakes of essentials and 25 parcel trains for the seven sister 

States. Assam’s Barak Valley is one of the remotest corners of the area that NFR services, and Umesh and his 

team there ensure that supplies keep coming in. 

For the first time, a goods terminal near Silchar was used for medicine parcel service — one for Barak Valley and 

the other for Tripura; then a milk rake came from Gujarat, supplying 50 wagonloads. The SETU helpline allows 

customers to call and place requests for bulk transport of essentials such as PPE, medicines and foods. 

Nationwide, IR has transported 1,150 tonnes of medical items. 

IR is also providing cooked meals for the needy, tying up with local NGOs and groups for distribution. IRCTC, the 

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation, has set up kitchens across the country, starting at Mumbai 

Central. 

At present, the Railways is providing meals to over 50,000 people a day nationwide, and efforts are on to 

increase this to 2.6 lakh meals per day wherever it is possible. 

 

 



Fast forward 

The challenge will be to see if IR can keep up the momentum after the lockdown is lifted. While it’s always played 

a leading role in the transport of bulk commodities such as coal, iron ore and foodgrains, it could use the 

opportunity provided by the pandemic to dramatically revamp its freight business. 

Its huge, trained workforce and extensive resources and networks could be used to create a new freight model if 

it has the foresight to do so. It could, for instance, tie up with road transport to offer seamless cargo movement, 

and incorporate sophisticated facilities to cover a wider range of goods, including perishables, medicines etc. The 

challenge will be to establish timetabled long-distance trains and assured delivery times even after passenger 

trains are back on track. And, most important, keep its rates competitive. 

In other words, as much as the Railways has upped the ante to deliver during the pandemic, its real victory will  

be if it can emerge from the pandemic a smarter, sharper, and more efficient brand. 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE: INDIAN RAILWAYS DEVELOP REMOTE CONTROLLED 
DEVICE TO DELIVER MEDICINES TO COVID 19 PATIENTS 
As the coronavirus outbreak is taking over India, the railways have developed a special remote controlled device to supply medicines and food to 

patients in hospitals       Written By Ranpreet Kaur  27078 reads  Mumbai  Updated: April 26, 2020 06:30 pm 

                                                        Coronavirus Update: 

Indian Railways develop remote controlled device to deliver medicines to COVID 19 patients  

Coronavirus or COVID 19 has emerged as a major pandemic for mankind and all the powerful nations are trying their best 

to combat this deadly health scare. To note, India’s struggle with COVID 19 is no different and the frequently rising cases 

across the nation are making things worse. As per the recent toll, almost 25 thousand people have been infected in India so 

https://www.pinkvilla.com/author/Ranpreet-Kaur
https://www.pinkvilla.com/trending/india/coronavirus-update-indian-railways-develop-remote-controlled-device-deliver-medicines-covid-19-patients-527551


far, while it has claimed 780 lives as well. The authorities have been making every possible effort to curtail the spread of 

COVID 19 in India. On the other hands, special measures are being taken to treat the coronavirus patients as well. 

And in order to support Indian’s fight against COVID 19, Indian Railways has also taken a special initiative and has 

developed a remote controlled device to supply medicines and food to the patients in hospitals. Railways Minister Piyush 

Goyal shared the news on micro-blogging site Twitter and shared a video where a health worker was seen operating the 

device which fitted trays carrying medicines to the patients in a ward while maintaining a safe distance from the patients. 

He wrote, “On the Forefront to Combat Coronavirus: Using innovative technology and novel thinking, Railways has created 

a new remote-controlled device to serve isolated patients in hospitals. Now, patients can be properly taken care of, while 

maintaining social distance.” 

Take a look at the remote controlled device developed by Indian Railways: 

On the Forefront to Combat Coronavirus: Using innovative technology and novel thinking, Railways has created a new 

remote-controlled device to serve isolated patients in hospitals. 

Now, patients can be properly taken care of, while maintaining social distance. 

 

 

As of now, India is witnessing an extended lockdown imposed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Earlier, the lockdown was imposed for three weeks, which 

was later extended till May 3, 2020. Given the rapidly increasing cases of COVID 19, speculations are rife that the lockdown might be extended further. 

https://twitter.com/PiyushGoyal/status/1253672042630504456
https://twitter.com/PiyushGoyal/status/1253672042630504456
https://twitter.com/PiyushGoyal/status/1253672042630504456


INDIAN RAILWAYS ENSURES FOODGRAIN AVAILABILITY DURING LOCKDOWN; LOADS DOUBLE THE 

AMOUNT COMPARED TO LAST YEAR 

 

Indian Railways ensures availability of essential items like foodgrain through its freight train services during the lockdown 

due to the novel Coronavirus pandemic! In a bid to ensure that home kitchens all across the country continue to run 

normally even during the nationwide lockdown period, 83 rakes/3601 wagons of foodgrains were loaded on 17 April 2020. 

According to the Railway Ministry, one wagon contains around 58 to 60 ton consignment. Moreover, from 25 March to 17 

April 2020, more than 1500 rakes and more than 4.2 million tonnes of foodgrains were loaded by train services of Indian 

Railways as compared to 2.31 million tonnes last year in the same period, the ministry stated in a press release. 

According to the ministry, these efforts have been made by the national transporter to ensure that farm products such as 
foodgrains are picked up on time as well as also to ensure timely supply of necessary items during the nationwide lockdown 
period due to COVID-19 outbreak. The loading, unloading as well as transportation of these essential items has been in 
progress in full swing during the countrywide lockdown period. For loading of foodgrains, close association is being 
maintained with the Ministry of Agriculture. Also, to ensure the transportation of pulses in a big way, the CONCOR is 
working with NAFED. 
financial express  

 

INDIAN RAILWAYS INTRODUCES INNOVATIVE IDEAS AMID COVID-19 

LOCKDOWN FOR SPEEDY DELIVERY OF ITEMS; DETAILS HERE 

By: Devanjana Nag |  Published: April 21, 2020 4:43:30 PM 
Over 3.2 MT of food grains have been loaded by Indian Railways between 1 April and 16 April 2020 as compared to 1.29 MT of food grains in the same corresponding 
period last year. 

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/infrastructure/railways/indian-railways-ensures-foodgrain-availability-during-lockdown-loads-double-the-amount-compared-to-last-year/1935211/lite/
https://www.financialexpress.com/author/devanjana-nag/


 

The Northern Railway zone has formed 5000 tonnes long haul loaded food grain trains. 

Amid lockdown, Indian Railways continues to deliver essential supplies like food grains through its freight services. In a bid 

to ensure that farm produce is transported without hindrance within the state and inter-state, Indian Railways have 

transported food grains even higher than the corresponding period of April, last year. According to Piyush Goyal chaired 

Railway Ministry, over 3.2 MT of food grains have been loaded by Indian Railways between 1 April and 16 April 2020 as 

compared to 1.29 MT of food grains in the same corresponding period last year. Also, for the delivery of bigger volumes at 

a faster speed, the national transporter came up with an innovative plan of joining two freight trains together. 

According to the ministry, the Northern Railway zone has formed 5000 tonnes long haul loaded food grain trains. Up to 16 

April 2020, 25 such Annapoorna trains have been formed and run by the zone. Like Northern Railways, now the South 

Central Zone has also come up with a unique concept of running “Jai Kisan” Special freight trains, as a part of this endeavor, 

so as to ensure speedy delivery of foodgrains to different parts of India. Under this, two goods trains loaded from two 

different originating railway stations are attached at the nearest junction point and operated as a single train up to the 

common junction point of the destination railway stations. 

Generally, one goods train containing as many as 42 covered wagons loaded with foodgrains carries nearly 2600 tonnes. 

But under the new concept, two goods trains (42+42=84 covered wagons) with capacity of 5200 tonnes of food grains will 

be operated in a single route. The concept was started by South Central Zone by running two Jai Kisan Special freight trains. 

The first Jai Kisan Special freight train was operated from Dornakal Junction in Telangana to Southern Railway zone (Sevuru 

and Chettinad) by joining two food grain trains at Dornakal Junction. The second Jai Kisan Special train was also clubbed at 

Dornakal Junction and run to the Southern Railway zone (Dindigul and Mudiyapakkam). Both these trains have registered 

an average speed of 44 km per hour. 

In this nationwide lockdown period, moving Indian Railways’ staff from house to control and other offices is being done 

through emergency vehicles as well as workman special train services. Additionally, Indian Railways is ensuring full 

sanitization of control and other offices for the staff to feel safe and confident in working, the ministry added. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/tag/indian-railways/


 

 

INDIAN RAILWAYS' SOUTHERN RAILWAY ZONE DEVELOPS PROTOTYPE OF LOW-

COST VENTILATOR FOR COVID PATIENTS 

2 min read . Updated: 21 Apr 2020, 07:52 PM ISTEdited By Tamal Nandi 

Coronavirus Indian Railways Ventilators 

Indian Railways'Southern Railway zone has developed a prototype of low-cost ventilator,under the “Project SWAAS" 

programme. The prototype was developed at Golden Rock workshop (GOC), Tiruchy which falls under the Southern Railway 

zone of Indian Railways. 

In a statement from the Southern Railway,it said "Majority of the components used for the system were made in house and 

required medical kits were procured through trade. The cost involved in developing the ventilator prototype is 

approximately Rs. 25,000." 

After receiving the feedback from Pulmonologist, Railway Hospital, further improvement is being made by incorporating 

pressure & flow sensor which will accurately monitor the Peak Inspiratory Pressure(PIP) and Positive Peak expiratory 

Pressure(PEEP) and Inspired volume which may further increase the cost .Once the prototype is approved by the 

competent authority GOC workshop is planning to start bulk manufacturing of ventilator as per demand, it added. 

There is a huge demand for ventilators as more than 40 percent of covid-19 patients develop ARDS (Acute respiratory 

distress syndrome).A ventilator sometimes called respirator is a machine that provides mechanical ventilation by moving 

breathable air in and out of the lungs to deliver the breaths to a patient who is unable to breath or breathing insufficiently. 

India might need anywhere between 110,000-220,000 ventilators by May 15 in the worst-case scenario. The number of 

ventilators today available in the country is a maximum of 57,000 and come with a cost of ₹5- ₹15 lakh, according to a 

Brookings report. 

A team was formed with officers, engineers and doctors from Railway Hospital- Perambur, Ponmalai & Madurai, Govt. 

Medical College Kottayam, AIIMS Delhi. 

The team zeroed in on actuating the AMBU bag by suitable mechanical system which can be controlled electronically to 

obtain the desired clinical parameters such as Breath per minute(BPM), Tidal Volume (TiV) and Inspiration to Expiration (IE) 

ratio.The ventilator can be connected with an external oxygen supply to provide desired Fraction of inspired oxygen (FiO2) 

concentration. 

The ventilator has multiple modes of operation along with a pendant for the patient to alert the medical professional by 

means of a buzzer and an emergency stop. The ventilator operates on 230 V AC power supply along with battery backup for 

https://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Author/Tamal%20Nandi
https://www.livemint.com/topic/coronavirus
https://www.livemint.com/topic/indian-railways
https://www.livemint.com/topic/ventilators


24hours operation ensuring uninterrupted working even in case of power failure. Real time monitoring of control 

parameters is facilitated through an LCD display unit. 

Earlier, Indian Railways has developed a low-cost ventilator, Jeevan, at its Kapurthala Rail Coach Factory. 

The union health ministry placed the total number of cases at 18985 and the death toll at 603. The ministry said that 3260 

people have so far recovered from the infection. 

HOW INDIAN RAILWAYS CAN USE COVID-19 AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP 

Shilpi Bishnoi, Director, Traffic Commercial (Rates) at India’s Ministry of Railways, believes Indian Railways should use the 

current crisis as an opportunity to create a new business model by overhauling its passenger and freight segments, and that 

there are three areas the railway company should focus on now in order to safeguard its future. 

 

Indian Railways plays a vital role in the economy and the lives of people in India. While the overall intermodal share of rail 

in freight traffic is around 35 per cent, it continues to account for a major share in transportation of bulk commodities – 

such as coal, iron ore, cement and food grains – which are drivers of the economy. 

The year 2020-2021 will see the national and international economy bear the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which will 

also reflect on the transportation sector, including Indian Railways (IR). Rail freight had already begun to show signs of 

marginal decline in the third quarter of 2019-2020 due to the deceleration of growth in core sectors of economy. The 

economic impact of this pandemic shall linger much longer than the pandemic itself. 

However, as it is said, it often takes a crisis to seize opportunities. IR has the choice to consider the current crisis as an 

opportunity and completely overhaul its passenger and freight transportation segments. This is the right time to look 

beyond the current year and chart a growth map for the next five to 10 years. 

 

 

https://www.globalrailwayreview.com/topic_hub/covid-19-rail-industry-latest-news-and-analysis/


This is the right time to look beyond the current year and chart a growth map for the next five to 10 years. 

Railways, besides possessing remarkable resource mobilisation capabilities and disciplined manpower, have demonstrated 

agility and ingenuity to cater to completely new requirements that arose in India’s fight against COVID-19. It has played a 

crucial part in maintaining the supply of essential items and helping livelihoods by stepping up the transportation of goods 

– such as foodgrains, milk and dairy products, farm produce, medicines etc. – by: Changing the traditional traffic routes, 

wherever required; aggregating small parcels and operating parcel cargo trains; and transporting critical medical equipment 

and Personal Protection Equipment (PPE). 

Indian Railways has leveraged its resources and demonstrated the capability to manufacture PPE, ventilators, hospital beds 

and COVID-19 isolation coaches. It has also used its outreach to distribute food and rations in far flung regions. The 

ingenuity came alive in operating ‘Anaconda’ trains, which are thrice the standard length, and the launch of ‘SETU’ – a one 

stop helpline for parcel traffic to bridge the gaps in the supply chain. It has helped that IR has always been ahead of others 

on the IT curve, with almost all of its freight and passenger operations, as well as customer service, being completely online. 

freight has played a crucial part in maintaining the supply of essential items across India by stepping up the transportation 

of goods. 

https://www.globalrailwayreview.com/article/99370/leveraging-technology-improve-efficiency-india-rail-network/


The focus during this year should be on acting as a catalyst to restart the economy, which can be done by offering the right 

freight rates and by assisting the customers in reaching out to the railway, i.e. to enhance the ease of doing business. 

There are three focus areas that can enable the railway to turn-around and create a new business model: 

1. Reorganise the passenger segment 

Indian Railways has, for a long time, recognised the need to reduce cross-subsidy from freight to the passenger segment. 

Since most of the passenger services are priced much below cost and continue to incur heavy losses, it is necessary to first 

reorganise the passenger segment. At this point in time, passenger services are completely suspended, so now is the time 

to assess the entire passenger segment from the point of view of necessity and viability. 

This is the time to conduct a zero-base analysis, based on which passenger services should be retained and which others 

should be discouraged. 

These two criteria can be ascertained through factors like availability of alternative modes of transportation, the 

affordability of rail compared to other modes, distance and time leads, etc. There are segments which have well-developed 

road or mass rapid transport systems, like Metro railways. This is where the railway can work towards a reduced presence. 

Similarly, the road and air sectors have emerged as the preferred modes of travel for short and very long distances 

respectively. The railway must decide on a sector-by-sector strategy of pruning down less preferred services, keeping in 

view the specific local requirements. 

As all passenger services remain suspended, and the booking for later periods like June to July is also significantly lower, it 

provides a blank slate for IR to overhaul the passenger segment from scratch. It is reasonable to expect that only essential 

travel will be undertaken for quite some time, even after the pandemic situation starts clearing up, and the rest of the 

journeys will be either canceled or postponed. Therefore, this is the time to conduct a zero-base analysis, based on which 

passenger services should be retained and which others should be discouraged. 

2. Re-model the freight business 

The cost of logistics in India is far higher than in developed economies. The social obligations of the passenger segment 

have been a defining factor in the pricing of freight traffic. Once the passenger segment has been reorganised, it would 

allow IR to focus more of its resources on freight traffic, including network capacity, rolling stock and manpower. This is 

also expected to result in more efficient transportation and, thus, a significant increase in the volume of freight traffic. This 

is when it will be possible to rate the freight services more on actual economics and less on other considerations. Better 

efficiency and higher volumes will enable IR to bring down the freight rates, while increasing freight earnings. 

Once the passenger segment has been reorganised, it would allow IR to focus more of its resources on freight traffic, 

including network capacity, rolling stock and manpower. 

A more competitive pricing of freight will also be necessitated by a fierce pricing competition from road transportation as 

soon as normalcy starts to return, as trucks (and drivers) would have been idling for long. This may potentially be a time 

when the railway will be at risk of losing its customers to road, but will also have the opportunity to gain traffic. 

This competition can be turned into collaboration and, in fact, it would be an opportune time for uniting forces with road to 

form rail-road-rail or road-rail-road bridges and offer complete logistics solutions to customers. It is extremely important to 

bridge this gap in door-to-door logistics. 

This will not only help IR financially, but will also have a cascading positive impact on the economy. The lower cost of 

transportation will expedite the economic recovery of most sectors. 

3. Diversification of freight traffic 



This is another area where IR has been making attempts to improve and has only had moderate success so far, with various 

alternatives like container services, parcels, cargo express trains, RO-RO, road-railer etc. Industries in India have been 

undergoing a transformation in the way their transportation supply chains mesh with their manufacturing processes for a 

long time now. One of the major aspects of these changes has been a consistent cutting down of the transit time of 

inventory. Longer transit time, as well as any uncertainty in transit times, is not favoured. 

Two major limiting factors drive IR’s inability to provide either scheduled or assured transit times and comparative higher 

revenue from these models vis-à-vis the bulk goods carried at both higher volume and higher rates. This vicious cycle seems 

to have been broken as an unintended fallout of COVID-19, as passenger services and traditional goods traffic have shrunk. 

The current crisis has given IR the opportunity to start with a much-needed trial of scheduled parcel trains and container 

cargo trains. In this period, the railway has successfully aggregated and transported parcels over long distances through 

scheduled parcel trains. These gains need to be consolidated and multiplied by chartering a medium- and long-term 

strategy for similarly scheduled parcel trains. 

Summary 

It is reasonably expected that efficiency in freight operations and the reorganisation of passenger services will give IR the 

ability to achieve punctuality in freight operations, and thus attract time-sensitive cargo to rail – for example, fast-moving 

consumer goods, pharmaceutical, fruit and vegetables, machine parts etc. Indian Railways can form a powerful supply chain 

by joining hands with e-commerce giants and road logistics providers. 

As American politician Rahm Emanuel once said: “You never let a serious crisis go to waste…it’s an opportunity to do things 

you think you could not do before.” This is the time for IR to do zero-base assessments of services; to make rail freight more 

competitive and a preferred option for larger sectors of the Indian economy; and use this opportunity to emerge as a more 

agile force in the Indian transportation sector. 

Shilpi Bishnoi is currently the Director of Traffic Commercial (Rates) at the Ministry of Railways and has 

15 years of experience with Indian Railways. Alumni of the Institute of Rural Management (IRMA), Anand (Gujrat), she has a 

diverse portfolio, spanning areas including train operations, commercial rules and policies, planning, IT systems such as the 

Freight Operations Management System (FOIS) and Terminal Management Services (TMS), tourism and catering etc. She 

has played a critical role in the design and implementation of online food ordering and delivery services for train 

passengers, called ‘e-catering’ during her stint at IRCTC; implementation of the Goods & Services Tax (GST) over Indian 

Railways, and the electronic transformation of various customer interfaces in freight transportation etc. The views 

expressed in this article are personal and not related to Indian Railways in an official capacity. 

INDIAN RAILWAYS HELPS AUTISTIC KID FROM BERHAMPUR TO GET CAMEL MILK 

FROM RAJASTHAN AMID LOCKDOWN TNN | Apr 23, 2020, 10.56 PM I 
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BHUBANESWAR: An autistic kid from Berhampur with severe food allergies was delivered with camel milk and milk powder 

by Indian Railways through its Parcel Express service on Thursday. The milk was sourced from Rajasthan with the help of IPS 

officer Arun Bothra, who is currently serving as CEO of CESU Odisha. On April 16, Chandan Kumar Acharya, 24, a mechanical 

engineer and uncle of the three and a half years old autistic kid, tweeted that he needed camel milk for his nephew. He also 

tagged Ganjam district administration and Berhampur SP to help him. "My nephew does not take any other food except 

camel milk and pulses. During lockdown it was very difficult for us to get it," he added. Acharya said on April 18, he gave a 

direct message to IPS officer Arun Bothra to help him because Bothra, a native of Rajasthan, had helped a woman from 

Mumbai to get the camel milk for her child. "The officer immediately replied to my request and forwarded the tweet to 

IRTS SETU for the delivery," he added. SETU is a voluntary initiative of the Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS) officers, with 

about 30 probationers and a handful of young officers. The ongoing lockdown has disrupted the supply chains across the 

country. The objective is to facilitate movement of goods through Indian Railways’ Parcel Trains, from literally any station 

to any station. Kumar Ankit of the SETU coordinated the transportation of camel milk and milk powder parcel from Falna in 

Rajasthan to 4/28/2020 Indian Railways helps autistic kid from Berhampur to get camel milk from Rajasthan amid lockdown 

- Times of India https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/indian-railways-helps-autistic-kid-from-berhampur-

to-get-camel-milk-from-rajasthan-amid-lockdown/articleshowprint/75331892.cms 2/2 Bhubaneswar. "I discussed with a 

camel milk vendor and paid him to deliver the parcel at Falna station. The IRTS officer helped to load the parcel on April 21 

and delivered the 10 liter milk and one kg camel milk powder through the Parcel Express service of the Indian Railways at 

Bhubaneswar on Thursday," said Chandan. Due to lockdown, Chandan could not go out. After Ganjam police's help, 

Chandan got a pass and reached Bhubaneswar railway station in a car. "Due to the coordinated effort of the Railways, 

Bothra and police, I got this camel milk for my nephew," said Chandan. 

 

INDIAN RAILWAYS STARTS PROVIDING 10000 WATER BOTTLES PER DAY 

TO DELHI POLICE 
 

Indian Railways along with its other organisations has started providing 10,000 water bottles per day to Delhi Police personnel who have 

been out on the streets in the fight against COVID-19. 

From 16th of this month, Railways along with IRCTC, RPF and Zonal Railways have distributed 50,000 water bottles in New 

Delhi. 



These policemen are performing their duties round the clock to not only to ensure that lock down is implemented but also 

accompany doctors and paramedics in various locations under challenging circumstances. 

Indian Railways is also providing hot cooked meals to needy people during the lockdown. 

Distribution of free hot cooked meals by Indian Railways has crossed the two million mark. 

  

TRANSPORTED 1,150 TONNES OF MEDICAL ITEMS DURING LOCKDOWN:RLYS 

PTI19 April 2020 

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI) Railways has transported 1,150 tonnes of medical items during the lockdown period across the 

country, the national transporter said on Sunday, adding that they include medicines, masks, hospital items and other 

medical commodities. 

It said the items were being ferried through its timetabled parcel services to strengthen government's efforts in managing 

the challenges and adverse impact of the coronavirus outbreak in the country. 

At almost 400 tonnes, the Northern Railway ferried the maximum items followed by Western Railway (328.84 tonnes) and 

Central Railway (136 tonnes). 

While the railways has played a significant role in transporting essential commodities across the country, it has also been 

helping people with medical aid when necessary. 

Recently, it transported medicines from Ahmedabad to Ajmer for an autistic boy and in a similar case, sent post surgery 

medicines for a 16-year-old from Ahmedabad to Ratlam in parcel trains. 

'Indian Railways is touching human lives during the hour of crisis. Recently, for an autistic child, skimmed camel milk was 

transported by a parcel train from Ajmer to Mumbai when the parents resorted for help on social media platform,' the 

railways said in a statement. 

'Similarly, another autistic child in Ajmer suffering from serious ailments, had his stock of medicines run out, his relatives 

approached Railway officials and medicines were transported by a parcel train from Ahmedabad to Ajmer,' it said. PTI ASG 

RHL 
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RLYS SERVED MORE THAN 20 LAKH MEALS DURING LOCKDOWN 

Agency News PTI| Apr 20, 2020 08:58 PM IST 

 

 

New Delhi, Apr 20 (PTI) The Indian Railways has served over 20 lakh meals to the needy for free during the ongoing 

nationwide lockdown, the national transporter said on Monday. 

In a statement, it said since March 28, it has been providing cooked food with paper plates for lunch and food packets for 

dinner through IRCTC base kitchens, RPF resources and NGOs. 

"While delivering the food to needy persons, social distancing and hygiene are being observed. Distribution of food is being 

done with the help of RPF, GRP, commercial departments of zones, state governments, district administrations and NGOs," 

it said. 

More than 20.5 lakh cooked meals have been distributed through the IRCTC base kitchens in New Delhi, Bengaluru, Hubli, 

Mumbai Central, Ahmedabad, Bhusaval, Howrah, Patna, Gaya, Ranchi, Katihar, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Nagar, Balasore, 

Vijaywada, Khurda, Katpadi, Tiruchirapalli, Dhanbad, Guwahati, Samastipur, Prayagraj, Itarsi, Vishakhapatnam, 

Chengalpattu, Pune, Hajipur, Raipur and Tatanagar, spread over various railway zones such as northern, western, eastern, 

southern and south central, till Monday, the statement said. 

Of these, about 11.6 lakh meals have been provided by IRCTC, about 3.6 lakh by the RPF from its own resources, about 1.5 

lakh by commercial and other departments of the railways and nearly 3.8 lakh meals have been donated by the NGOs 

working with the railway organisations, it added. 

"The Railway Protection Force has played a major role in food distribution to needy people prepared by IRCTC, other 

railway departments, NGOs and from its own kitchens. Starting with distribution of food to 5,419 needy persons over 74 

locations on March 28, the number has grown daily. 

"Presently, about 50,000 persons daily are being provided meals on an average by RPF across approximately 300 locations 

across the country," the statement said. 

https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/
https://www.latestly.com/author/pti/


(This is an unedited and auto-generated story from Syndicated News feed, LatestLY Staff may not have modified or edited 

the content body) 

INDIAN RAILWAYS ENSURES SEAMLESS TRANSPORTATION OF MEDICAL 

ITEMS ON PRIORITY DURING THE NATIONWIDE LOCK DOWN 

 

Indian Railways is ensuring seamless transportation of medical items on priority during the nationwide lock down due to COVID-19. 

Indian Railways continues to deliver medicines, masks, hospital items and other medical commodities through its 

timetabled parcel services to strengthen Government’s efforts in managing the challenges and adverse impact of corona 

virus in the country. 

As on 18.04.2020, Indian Railways has transported 1150 Tonnes medical items in various parts of the country.Indian 

Railways is touching human lives during the hour of crisis. 

Recently, for an autistic child, skimmed camel milk was transported by a Parcel Train from Ajmer to Mumbai when the 

parents resorted for help on social media platform. 

Similarly, another autistic child in Ajmer suffering from serious ailments, had his stock of medicines run out, his relatives 

approached Railway officials and medicines were transported by a parcel train from Ahmedabad to Ajmer. 

TO FIGHT COVID-19, INDIAN RAILWAYS TRANSPORTS 1150 TONNES OF 
MEDICAL ITEMS; SEE ZONE-WISE LIST HERE 
By: Devanjana Nag |   Published: April 20, 2020 4:48:22 PM 

As on April 18, 2020, the national transporter has transported a total of 1150 tonnes of medical supplies in various parts of  India. 

 

The national transporter continues to deliver face masks, medicines, hospital items as well as other medical commodities through its timetabled parcel train services. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/author/devanjana-nag/


Indian Railways transports medical items! With the entire country in lockdown till May 3, 2020, due to COVID-19, Piyush 

Goyal-led Indian Railways is ensuring seamless transportation of medical supplies on priority. The national transporter 

continues to deliver face masks, medicines, hospital items as well as other medical commodities through its timetabled 

parcel train services. This initiative by Indian Railways is giving a boost to the government’s efforts in managing the 

challenges and adverse impact of the novel Coronavirus infection in the nation. According to a press release issued by the 

Railway Ministry, as on April 18, 2020, the national transporter has transported a total of 1150 tonnes of medical supplies 

in various parts of India. Here is the zone-wise list of transportation of medical items: 

Southern Railway transported 83.13 tonnes of medical goods 

South East Central Railway transported 15.10 tonnes of medical goods 

East Central Railway transported 1.28 tonnes of medical goods 

North Eastern Railway transported 2.88 tonnes of medical goods 

East Coast Railway transported 1.06 tonnes of medical goods 

South Central Railway transported 47.22 tonnes of medical goods 

Central Railway transported 135.64 tonnes of medical goods 

North Central Railway transported 74.32 tonnes of medical goods 

West Central Railway transported 27.17 tonnes of medical goods 

South Eastern Railway transported 2.82 tonnes of medical goods 

South Western Railway transported 12.10 tonnes of medical goods 

Eastern Railway transported 8.52 tonnes of medical goods 

North East Frontier Railway transported 2.16 tonnes of medical goods 

North Western Railway transported 8.22 tonnes of medical goods 

Western Railway transported 328.84 tonnes of medical goods 

Northern Railway transported 399.71 tonnes of medical goods 

Meanwhile, Indian Railways recently transported skimmed camel milk for an autistic child by a Parcel train service from 

Ajmer to Mumbai, when the parents sought help on social media. Also, medicines were transported for another autistic 

child by a parcel train from Ahmedabad to Ajmer, when his relatives sought help from railway officials. 

LOCKDOWN, SOCIAL DISTANCING MOST EFFECTIVE ‘SOCIAL 
VACCINES’ TO FIGHT COVID-19: HARSH VARDHAN 
By Press Trust of India on 04/12/2020  
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NEW DELHI: Given the size of India’s population, coronavirus testing needs to be scaled up in a manner that can be 

sustained, Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan has said, noting that the lockdown and social distancing are the most 

effective “social vaccines” available to fight the pandemic. 

At the same time Vardhan, in an interview to a weekly magazine, dispelled concerns that India might be testing fewer 

people than required and said the testing has been extended in a manner to prioritise individuals who are primarily at risk 

of the infection. 

As of April 8, a total of 1,04,764 tests were carried out in India, he said, adding the present capacity of testing is 20,000 per 

day. 

On the issue of paucity of ventilators, the health minister, citing official data, said that 80 per cent of the infections are mild 

or asymptomatic, 15 per cent are severe requiring oxygen, and only 5 per cent patients under critical category require 

ventilation. 

He said around 17,000 ventilators are available for the virus-infected people while another 48,538 units are being procured 

in the coming weeks. 

On the availability of personal protective equipment (PPEs), Vardhan said it has been a worldwide problem and is more 

acute in India because they were not manufactured locally. He said a total of 1.57 crore PPEs are being procured. 

Talking about the overall trend of coronavirus infection, Vardhan said more than 80 per cent of the cases were reported 

from 71 districts across 17 states. 

It is vital that community-led interventions to ensure social distancing, quarantining and isolation of symptomatic persons 

are initiated to augment the scale of the lockdown in place, he said. 

Everything depends on the people and their discipline to strictly follow all public health measures being outlined, Vardhan 

said, cautioning that any single break in the chain can prove counterproductive. 

“Although the world, including India, is striving hard to develop a vaccine for COVID-19, I strongly feel that lockdown and 

social distancing are currently the most effective ‘social vaccines’ available to the masses,” he said. 

India went under a 21-day nationwide lockdown on midnight of March 24. There have been indications that the central 

government may extend the lockdown beyond April 14 with some possible relaxations. 

“I have coined this term ‘social vaccine’ for lockdown and social distancing as a combined intervention strategy to not only 

contain, but also mitigate this dreadful pandemic,” Vardhan said. 

He said the upcoming few days will be critical for India in the fight against the pandemic. 

“The experience, as is evident from the global response, tells us that even with stringent lockdowns and public health 

measures in place, the transmission dynamics of COVID-19 are such that it takes about two to four weeks to bend the 

curve,” he said. 



The death toll due to the novel coronavirus in India has risen to at least 239 and the number of cases to at least 7,447, 

according to the Union Health Ministry. 

On the hotspots identified to check spread of the virus, Vardhan said “community ownership”, especially for social 

distancing, remains the most important intervention. 

In districts with more than 15 cases, an action plan for containment of large outbreaks is being followed, he said. 

“There are 76 districts with fewer than 15 cases each, where we are following an action plan for cluster containment,” 

Vardhan said. 

The minister also hailed the efforts by the states in dealing with the crisis, saying they were doing well and responding to 

the Centre’s call. 

There are some exemplary “best practices” by the states, Vardhan said. 

Elaborating on the government’s efforts to scale up testing for COVID-19, he said that given the population of India, testing 

needs to be scaled up in a manner that can be sustained while building up capacity for testing and management of positive 

cases. 

“With the impending scaling up of testing, it is envisioned that we shall reach optimal levels of case detection. In addition, 

we are also considering scaling up of rapid antibody tests, which is easier to do and takes less time, but is not 

recommended as a diagnostic test,” he said. 

He said the current iteration of the testing strategy is customised based on the transmission typology in India. 

“The testing has been extended in a manner to prioritise individuals who are primarily at risk. Given the population of India, 

we need to scale up in a manner that can be sustained while we build up capacity for testing and management of positive 

cases,” he said. 

At present, 136 government labs and 59 NABL-accredited (National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration 

Laboratories) private laboratory chains are involved in testing. 

“We are making sure that the quality of the testing kits and the biosafety of the testing labs are maintained so as to avoid 

any issues related to unreliable results or iatrogenic transmission (illness caused by medical examination or treatment) in 

health care or laboratory staff,” the minister said. 

He said there is also a possibility in the long term that the coronavirus will get mix in with the seasonal flu virus, and have 

seasonal trends, much in line with the current influenza patterns. 

“Finally, there is also the consideration that like the 2003 pandemic of SARS, this new infection will also fizzle out and 

eventually die out,” he said. 

The development of vaccines and therapeutics is also likely to impact the way the infection plays out in the long term, 

Vardhan added. 

“For now, we need to focus on limiting the deaths and raising a concerted effort to reduce the impact of COVID-19 in 

India,” he said. 

On PPEs, he said all potential manufacturers based in India were contacted and provided handholding support to make 

good-quality PPEs. 

The health ministry, along with the external affairs ministry and the textiles ministry, has identified several other foreign 

sources. 

“As of now, hospitals across the country have around 4 lakh PPEs with them. We are aiming to achieve 10 lakh a week by 

the end of next week,” Vardhan said. 

He also said that private sector players have a major role to play in responding to this national crisis and they have helped 

scale up the testing capacity in the country. 

Talking about the future course in terms of progression of the disease, Vardhan said there are several theories that explain 

the future progression of COVID-19, but it was not clear which of them will eventually play out. 

“In the short term, this is likely to play out like an epidemic, which inevitably follows a pattern of going up and then coming 

down to a baseline, over three to six months, depending on the intensity of interventions put in place,” he said. 

If herd immunity develops in the community, there is a possibility that the infection will fizzle out in the medium term, over 

the next few months, he said. 
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What you need to know about 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified 
during an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19? 
COVID-19  is spreading from person to person in China, 
and limited spread among close contacts has been detected 
in some countries outside China, including the United 
States. At this time, however, this virus is NOT currently 
spreading in communities in the United States. Right now, 
the greatest risk of infection is for people in China or people 
who have traveled to China. Risk of infection is dependent 
on exposure. Close contacts of people who are infected are 
at greater risk of exposure, for example health care workers 
and close contacts of people who are infected with the virus 
that causes COVID-19. CDC continues to closely monitor 
the situation.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.? 
Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was 
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases 
of COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s 
webpage at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread? 
The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but now it seems to be spreading from person 
to person. It’s important to note that person-to-person 
spread can happen on a continuum. Some diseases are highly 
contagious (like measles), while other diseases are less so. At 
this time, it’s unclear how easily or sustainably the virus that 
causes COVID-19 is spreading between people. Learn what 
is known about the spread of newly emerged coronaviruses 
at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html. 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of
• fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

What are severe complications from this virus? 
Many patients have pneumonia in both lungs.

How can I help protect myself? 
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed 
to the virus that causes COVID-19. 

There are simple everyday preventive actions to 
help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses. 
These include
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains 
at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory 
illness to others, you should
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces.

What should I do if I recently traveled to China 
and got sick? 
If you were in China within the past 14 days and feel sick 
with fever, cough, or difficulty breathing, you should seek 
medical care. Call the office of your health care provider 
before you go, and tell them about your travel and your 
symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get care 
without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel 
to reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. 
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed 
to the virus that causes COVID-19. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html
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Para obtener más información:  www.cdc.gov/COVID19-es

Lo que necesita saber sobre la enfermedad 
del coronavirus 2019(COVID-19)

¿Qué es la enfermedad del coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)?
La enfermedad del coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) es una 
afección respiratoria que se puede propagar de persona 
a persona. El virus que causa el COVID-19 es un nuevo 
coronavirus que se identificó por primera vez durante la 
investigación de un brote en Wuhan, China.

¿Pueden las personas en los EE. UU. contraer 
el COVID-19?
El COVID-19 se está propagando de persona a persona en China 
y se ha detectado propagación limitada entre contactos cercanos 
en algunos países fuera de China, incluso en los Estados Unidos. 
En la actualidad, sin embargo, este virus NO se está propagando 
en comunidades en los Estados Unidos. En estos momentos, 
el mayor riesgo de infección es para las personas en China o 
las personas que han viajado a China. El riesgo de infección 
depende de la exposición. Los contactos cercanos de las 
personas infectadas tienen un riesgo mayor de exposición, por 
ejemplo, los trabajadores del sector de la salud y los contactos 
cercanos de las personas infectadas por el virus que causa el 
COVID-19. Los CDC continúan vigilando de cerca la situación.

¿Ha habido casos de COVID-19 en los EE. UU.?
Sí. El primer caso de COVID-19 en los Estados Unidos se 
notificó el 21 de enero del 2020. La cantidad actual de casos de 
COVID-19 en los Estados Unidos está disponible en la página 
web de los CDC en https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/ cases-in-us.html.

¿Cómo se propaga el COVID- 19?
Es probable que el virus que causa el COVID-19 haya surgido de 
una fuente animal, pero parece que ahora se está propagando 
de persona a persona. Es importante notar que la propagación 
de persona a persona puede darse en un proceso continuo. 
Algunas enfermedades son altamente contagiosas (como el 
sarampión), mientras que otras enfermedades no lo son tanto. 
En estos momentos, no está claro qué tan fácil o con qué 
continuidad el virus que causa el COVID-19 se esté propagando 
entre las personas. Infórmese sobre lo que se sabe acerca de la 
propagación del coronavirus de reciente aparición en 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission-sp.html.

¿Cuáles son los síntomas del COVID-19?
Los pacientes con COVID-19 han tenido enfermedad 
respiratoria de leve a grave con los siguientes síntomas:
• fiebre
• tos
• dificultad para respirar

 ¿Cuáles son las complicaciones graves provocadas por 
este virus?
Muchos pacientes tienen neumonía en ambos pulmones.

¿Qué puedo hacer para ayudar a protegerme?
La mejor manera de prevenir la infección es evitar la exposición 
al virus que causa el COVID-19.
Hay medidas simples preventivas y cotidianas para ayudar a 
prevenir la propagación de virus respiratorios. Estas incluyen 
las siguientes:
• Evitar el contacto cercano con personas enfermas.
• Evitar tocarse los ojos, la nariz y la boca con las manos 

sin lavar.
• Lavarse frecuentemente las manos con agua y jabón por al 

menos 20 segundos. Usar un desinfectante de manos que 
contenga al menos un 60 % de alcohol si no hay agua 
y jabón disponibles.

• Si está enfermo, para prevenir la propagación de la 
enfermedad respiratoria a los demás, debería hacer 
lo siguiente:

• Quedarse en casa si está enfermo.
• Cubrirse la nariz y la boca con un pañuelo desechable al toser 

o estornudar y luego botarlo a la basura.
• Limpiar y desinfectar los objetos y las superficies que se 

tocan frecuentemente.

¿Qué debo hacer si recientemente viajé a China y 
me enfermé?
Si estuvo en China en los últimos 14 días, se siente enfermo 
y tiene fiebre, tos o dificultad para respirar, debería buscar 
atención médica. Llame al consultorio de su proveedor de 
atención médica antes de ir y dígales sobre su viaje y sus 
síntomas. Ellos le darán instrucciones sobre cómo conseguir 
atención médica sin exponer a los demás a su enfermedad. 
Mientras esté enfermo, evite el contacto con otras personas, no 
salga y postergue cualquier viaje para reducir la posibilidad de 
propagar la enfermedad a los demás.

¿Hay alguna vacuna?
En la actualidad no existe una vacuna que proteja contra el 
COVID-19. La mejor manera de prevenir la infección es evitar la 
exposición al virus que causa el COVID-19.

¿Existe un tratamiento?
No hay un tratamiento antiviral específico para el COVID-19. 
Las personas con el COVID-19 pueden buscar atención médica 
para ayudar a aliviar los síntomas.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission-sp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission-sp.html


ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL
Work Space,1/22, Asaf Ali Road, NEWDELHI- 110002

e.mai: contact@railsafety.co.in  www.railsafety.co.in
Contact: +91 7397427456

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL

ON GOING PROJECTS

OUR PROJECTS ARE IN PIPELINE:

PM JAN AUSHADHI MEDICAL STALL IN EVERY RAILWAY STATIONS
IMPLEMENTING SKIL INDIA –MISSION
AGE HELP CENTERS ALL RAILWAY PLOTFORMS


