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The Rail Vidya is initially planned only to the schools and 

the syllabus is carefully developed by keeping many 

practical factors. The students who under go Rail Vidya

Training will get awareness about the Rail Safety. Each 

student will promote the knowledge that they gained from 

this program in their home and neighborhoods.  So, that 

we can able to reduce the accidents happening every day 

in our India through Trains. The most using travel source 

in India is Railways. The growth ratio in accidents through 

trains becomes more slump. Our railways is in the second 

place in the world but technology wise we are upgrading 

our self slowly. Every day there will be some accidents 

occurs in India which is not due to the railways but it is 

purely because lack of safety awareness in the society.
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My heart fills with pride and pleasure as I perceive the progress being made at   All India Rail Safety Council. The seeds of 

an idea sown in 2009, has taken firm root and the organization growing into a strong sapling. It is the endeavor of the AIRSC

members / Advisory Committee / Chief Patron to make the success, a smooth journey full of joy and discovery. I extend my 

warm wishes to all the associates Staff and Students of All India Rail Safety Council, to continue this journey on the road to 

excellence. May the sapling grow into a sturdy tree and spread its branches!

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL is a vibrant and welcoming learning community, committed to creating the best possible 

awareness among the various Rail and road transport by  Training and educational experience for the masses. We aim to 

enable all  to reach their full potential. We have a talented, dedicated, caring team of staff, each of whom works very hard to 

ensure that the abilities of the studentren in our care are nurtured and carefully developed. Our teachers and teaching 

assistants are experienced, and work as a team to make the Training Academy a very special place, every day, for everyone.

“Success comes to those who work hard and stays with those, who don’t rest on the laurels of the past.”

At ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL we aim to provide a broad, well balanced and relevant curriculum. We encourage 

positive social behavior, emphasizing respect for others. We believe that every student has the right to work in a calm, 

orderly, safe and secure environment. We value every student and have the highest possible expectations in the areas of 

achievement and behavior. ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL provides a stimulating and enriched environment so that 

the student can enjoy all aspects of their learning. The studentren here are listened to, have regular opportunities to 

express themselves, - for example through class discussions and the Training Academy l. We act on students' views to 

make our Training Academy a place that student value and that they want to come to.

Our Training Academy is housed in a superb building, offering world-class learning facilities for studentren and teachers. 

Classrooms are spacious, with modern furniture and state-of-the-art  safety equipment. We have a large Safety 

equipments, a well-stocked library and a very special 'added extra' - a huge community room complete with its own 

interactive whiteboard.. 

We look forward to working with you,  Let us continue to celebrate the years of excellence at ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL.

R. PADMANABHAN
Chairman

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL



Welcome to the 11th year  edition of this international safety magazineof ALL INDIA 

RAIL SAFETYCOUNCIL we are really proud and exuberant to acclaim that we are 

ready with all new hopes and hues to bring out this issue , which is going to surely  

unfold the unraveled world of the most unforgettable and precious moments of the 

council

The magazine is to be viewed as a launch pad for the dynamic work force of the 

council it’s creative urges to blossom naturally. As the saying goes, mind like 

parachute works best when opened. This humble initiative is to set the budding minds 

free allowing them to roam fee in the realm of imagination and experience to create a 

transformation India  in to digitalization.

The enthusiastic write ups of our young writers are indubitably sufficient to hold the 

interest and admiration of the readers. This souvenir is indeed a pious attempt to make 

our budding talents give

shape to their creativity and learn the art of bing aware because I believe that or 

success depends upon our power to perceive, the power to observe and the power to 

explore. We are sure that the positive attitude, hard work, sustained efforts and 

innovative ideas exhibited by our young buddies will surely stir the mind of the readers 

and take them to the surreal world of unalloyed joy and pleasure. We have put in 

relentless efforts to bring excellence to this treasure trove.

The AIRSC ACADEMY OF SAFETY & DISASTER MANAGEMENT is an 

incarnation of self-respect, love, affection, sensibility; responsibility and compassion 

which puts the students into a  genuinely wan tolearn. We recognize, appreciate, 

applaud and foster the fine blend of sensibilities in a student changing a negative 

outlook from drab and demoralized to bright and expectant. This institute attains its 

minence in the first place through the achievement  of professionalism. The magazine 

also espouses the School spirit which is built up within the school through the 

collective actions, thoughts and aspirations. All these, I believe would spur higher 

growth and enterprise in children. It gives me immense pleasure to ensure that this 

magazine has successfully accomplished its objective. The reflection of the students’ 

creativity and achievements is the epitome of the magazine. Students have put forth 

their ideas Helen Keller rightly says that the world is moved along not only by the 

mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each 

honest worker. This herculean task of editing this school magazine would not have 

been possible without the sincere support of the members of the Editorial Board who 

sorted of the articles from the flood of articles we had got from our enthusiastic and 

inquisitive young writers, edited them and finally made a fair draft of them.I am thankful 

to all my colleagues who dipped their oars int the turbulent water of the journal and 

have sailed it to the shore of publication. It is a fine thing to have ability but the ability 

to discover ability in others is the true test. I am really thankful to our respected 

Principal for entrusting us with the responsibility of editing. I take this opportunity to 

thank all the dignitaries for sparing their valuable time to send their best wishes for the 

magazine in the form of ‘Messages’. I heartily wish all the readers my best wishes and 

hope .

GOURI SHANKAR PATNAIK
Secretary (P&C)

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL
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GREETINGS FROM ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL 

Dear Readers ,  

We are pleased to share with you the highlights and impact on the Metro & Railway Industry as 

announced in the Budget on 1st February 2020 as under: 

INR 1.7 lakh crore to be provided for transport infrastructure in the coming financial year. 

Cente will fund 20% of the 148 km Bengaluru Suburban Railway Network project, costing 18,600 

crores with metro-like fares, will help raise 60% of the project cost. 

13.69 lakh crore would be invested on infrastructure for Railway Projects in the next 5 years. 

Target to achieve 11000 electrification of Railway tracks. 

Station Redevelopment Projects and operation of 150 trains to be done under PPP model. 

550 wi-fi facilities have been commissioned at railway stations. 

National Logistics Policy will soon be released, creating single window e-logistics market. 

To achieve higher export credit, a new scheme being launched which provides higher insurance 

cover, reduced premium for small exporters and simplified procedure for claim settlements. 

More TEJAS-type trains will connect iconic tourist destinations. 

Large solar power capacity to be set up alongside rail tracks, on land owned by Railways. 

Indian Railways to set up a Kisan rail for the transport of perishable goods. 

Our detailed report shall be ready soon and shared shortly . 

Also , We are pleased to share that Our Rail Analysis Innovation & Excellence Summit was a 

success with more than 500+ Delegates participating . If you are interested to read more about it  

please read here ! 

We are pleased to share our Latest Newsletter on the updates in India . Have a nice week 

ahead . 

Best Regards , 

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL 



 

February 1, 2020 Press Release 

Presenting the Union Budget 2020-21 in Parliament on 01 Feb, 2020, Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, Smt 

Nirmala Sitharaman said 1.7 lakh crore rupees to be provided for transport infrastructure in the coming financial year. 

Four station re-development projects and operation of 150 passenger trains would be done through PPP mode and the 

process of inviting private participation is underway, she announced. 

Railways Infrastructure Announcements: 

Setting up a large solar power capacity alongside the rail tracks, on the land owned by the railways 

Four station re-development projects and operation of 150 passenger trains would be done through PPP mode. 

More Tejas type trains will connect iconic tourist destinations. 

High speed train between Mumbai to Ahmedabad would be actively pursued. 

148 km long Bengaluru Suburban transport project at a cost of Rs 18600 crore, would have fares on metro model. Central 

Government would provide 20% of equity and facilitate external assistance up to 60% of the project cost. 

Kisan Rail to be setup by Indian Railways through PPP: 

With an aim to build a seamless national cold supply chain for ‘perishables’, The Minister also proposed that the Indian 

Railways will set up a “Krishi Rail”- through PPP arrangements to build a seamless national cold supply chain for 

perishables (milk, meat, fish, etc. There will be refrigerated coaches in express and Frieght trains as well she said. 

Indian Railways’ achievements: 

The Finance minister announced the following achievements of Railways within 100 days of assumption of the current 

government: 

550 Wi-fi facilities commissioned in as many stations. 

Zero unmanned crossings. 

27000 Km of tracks to be electrified. 

Infrastructure: 

Rs.100 lakh crore to be invested on infrastructure over the next 5 years. 

National Infrastructure Pipeline: 

Rs. 103 lakh crore worth projects; launched on 31st December 2019. 

More than 6500 projects across sectors, to be classified as per their size and stage of development. 

National infrastructure pipeline has projects worth Rs.19.6 lakh crore for roads, Rs.13.69 lakh crore for railways, Rs.1.43 

lakh crore for airports and Rs.1.01 lakh crore for ports. 

National Logistics Policy to be released soon: 

To clarify roles of the Union Government, State Governments and key regulators. 

A single window e-logistics market to be created 

Focus to be on generation of employment, skills and making MSMEs competitive. 



BEAT THIS! INDIAN RAILWAYS HAS BUILT ONE OF THE WORLD’S 

LARGEST FREE PUBLIC WIFI NETWORKS 

 

Indian Railways in mission mode for one of the world’s largest free public WiFi networks! Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Union Budget 2020 speech highlighted that for the benefit of 

passengers & people, free and fast WiFi facility is being provided at thousands of railway stations 

across the Indian Railways network. 

In her second Union Budget, the Finance Minister said that the Indian Railways has commissioned 

WiFi facilities at as many as 550 railway stations within 100 days of the Modi government coming to 

power for the second time. 

In December last year, Mahua Milan Railway station under the East Central Railways zone had 

earned the distinction of becoming the 5,500th station on the Indian Railways network to get free 

high-speed public WiFi facility. 

The railway station in Jharkhand was connected to high-speed WiFi by RailTel, which was entrusted 

with the task of transforming railway stations across India into digital inclusion hubs. 

RailTel, a Miniratna PSU under Ministry of Railways, began its project of installing free high-speed 

WiFi at railways stations from Mumbai Central station in January 2016, and in only 46 months it 

achieved the target of connecting 5,500 stations with free high-speed WiFi. 



BUDGET 2020: PVT TRAINS, SOLAR POWERED NETWORK, TRANSPORT OF PERISHABLES FORM 
BLUEPRINT FOR RAILWAYS 

Continuing with its expansion plans, the railways' capital expenditure is pegged at Rs 1.61 lakh crore for 2020-21, 
which is three per cent higher than the previous year's CAPEX of Rs 1.56 lakh crore. 

Press Trust of India New DelhiFebruary 2, 2020UPDATED: February 2, 2020 04:01 IST 

 
The budget also proposed setting up of a large solar power capacity alongside the rail tracks on land owned by the railways. (Photo: Getty Images) 

Private trains, better connectivity to tourist sites, solar power to fuel the rail network and transportation of 
perishables -- Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has proposed a blueprint for the railways in the Union Budget 
2020-21 to be implemented with budgetary support of Rs 70,000 crore. 
In 2019-2020, the budgetary support was revised to Rs 69,967 crore. 
Continuing with its expansion plans, the railways' capital expenditure is pegged at Rs 1.61 lakh crore for 2020-21, 
which is three per cent higher than the previous year's CAPEX of Rs 1.56 lakh crore. 
The gross budgetary support for the railways is pegged at Rs 5,21,608 crore. 
In her budget speech, Sitharamam said the Indian Railways will set up a "Kisan Rail" through the public-private 
partnership (PPP) mode with refrigerated coaches for transportation of perishable goods to assist farmers. 
"To build a seamless national cold supply chain for perishables, inclusive of milk, meat and fish, the Indian 
Railways will set up a Kisan Rail through PPP arrangements. There shall be refrigerated coaches in express and 
freight trains as well," she said. 
Railway Board Chairman Vinod Kumar Yadav expressed hope that private players will soon be on board to run 
trains. 
He said more than two dozen firms, including global majors Alstom Transport, Bombardier, Siemens AG and 
Macquarie, have shown interest in the proposal. 
"Tata is among the companies which have shown interest to run private trains," he added. 
Focused on developing new infrastructure, Rs 12,000 crore has been allocated for construction of new lines, Rs 
2,250 crore for gauge conversion, Rs 700 crore for doubling, Rs 5,786.97 crore for rolling stock and Rs 1,650 crore 
for signalling and telecom in the 2020-21 budget. 
The allocation for rail passenger comfort this fiscal is Rs 2,725.63 crore. 
The budget also proposed freight loading at 1,265 MT, which is 42 MT (3.4 per cent) incremental over RE 2019-20. 
The total receipts of the railways comprising earnings from passenger, goods, sundry other heads and railway 
recruitment boards are estimated to be Rs 2.25 lakh crore in the Budget Estimates (BE) of 2020-21, up by 9.6 per 
cent from the Revised Estimates (RE) of 2019-20 which was Rs 2.06 lakh crore. 
Revenue receipts amounting to Rs 61,000 crore through passenger earnings and Rs 1,47,000 crore in goods 
earnings have been envisaged in the coming financial year. 
The operating ratio, which was envisaged to be 95 per cent in BE 2019-20 and revised to 97.46 per cent in RE 
2019-2020 is now targeted at 96.2 per cent in BE 2020-21. 
The budget also proposed setting up of a large solar power capacity alongside the rail tracks on land owned by the 
railways. Redevelopment of four stations and operation of 150 passenger trains would be done through the public-
private-partnership (PPP) model. 
It also announced the introduction of more Tejas-type trains which will connect iconic tourist destinations along with 
150 trains which would be run by private operators. 
The finance minister proposed a 148-km-long Bengaluru suburban transport project at a cost of Rs 18,600 crore, 
which would have fares on the metro model. The Centre would provide 20 per cent of the equity and facilitate 
external assistance of up to 60 per cent of the project cost. 
High-speed train corridor between Mumbai to Ahmedabad would be completed by 2023, she said adding that the 
Bengaluru-Chennai train project would also be taken up. 
"In carrying out its duty, the Indian Railways performs a service to the nation. Within 100 days of assumption of this 
government, it has commissioned 550 wi-fi facilities in as many stations eliminated unmanned crossings. We aim to 
achieve the electrification of 27,000 km of tracks. This will call for optimisation of costs. Railways have a small 
operating surplus," Sitharaman said. 
However, what will remain a major headache of the railways is the revenue expenditure, which includes an 
estimated salary payout of Rs 92,993.07 crore, about Rs 6,000 crore more than last year. 
 

https://www.indiatoday.in/author/pti


FM PROPOSES SOLAR POWER PLANTS ALONG RAIL 

TRACKS: RLYS SAYS 51,000 HECTARES OF UNUSED 

LAND AVAILABLE 

New Delhi, Feb 1 (PTI) The railways on Saturday said about 51,000 hectares of its unused land was available 

for installing solar plants with a potential to generate 10 GW of clean energy, hours after Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman announced a proposal to set up such land-based plants alongside rail tracks in her 

budget speech. 

Railway Board Chairman VK Yadav said the national transporter had planned to set up 1,000-MW solar 

power plants and about 200-MW wind power plants by 2021-22 across its zones and production units. 

'The railways has till date installed 100.99 MW of solar and 103.4 MW of wind power across its installations,' 

he said. 

This was in line with the commitment made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the International Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change, 2015, where India had pledged a reduction of 33-35 per cent in emission 

intensity by 2030 from the 2005 levels. 

Sitharaman, in her budget speech, said railway land along the tracks would be used to set up solar plants. 

In 2018-19, the railways had consumed about 18 billion units of electricity (around 1.27 per cent of the 

country's total power consumption) and 3,069.30 tonne kilolitres of diesel for its traction need. 

Yadav said with 100 per cent electrification and the rail traffic projected to grow, it was estimated that the 

Indian Railways would be consuming around 28-30 billion units of electricity for its traction requirement. The 

requirement is expected to increase further with the commissioning of DFC routes and decongestion of IR 

routes. 

For meeting its traction requirement of 30 billion units, the railways has conducted a survey of about 4,500 

acres of land which is capable of installing 1-GW solar plants. 

The survey for another 4,400 acres of land is currently underway. 

'To reduce the fuel burden of the railways, it has been endeavoured to install land-based solar plants across 

its network. The plants will be set up on unused vacant land. About 51,000 hectares of railway land is 

available, which will have the potential to generate 10 GW of power. 

'The solar power so generated will be fed to the traction system,' Yadav said. 

The railways has also undertaken two pilot projects of 2 MW at Diwana (Haryana) and 1.7 MW at Bina (MP), 

which are already under different stages of execution and are likely to be commissioned by March. 

In addition, the railways is also setting up a 50-MW land-based solar plant in Chhattisgarh's Bhilai, which is 

likely to be commissioned by January 2021. 

The railways has also tied up 400 MW solar power for its traction energy need through the Rewa Ultra Mega 

Solar Limited (RUMSL), a joint venture of the Madhya Pradesh Urja Vikash Nigam Limited (MPUVNL) and the 

Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI). 

'The tender for this is likely to be opened in June. The Indian Railway is also installing rooftop solar plants at 

various railway installations.... By 2030, we will be feeding the entire railway network through clean energy,' 

Yadav said.            PTI ASG RC 



31 INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT INDIAN RAILWAYS 

YOU SHOULD KNOW 

Published on: January 13, 2019 | Updated on: February 5, 2019  By Aayushi Namdev 

 

Railways are the lifeline of transportation in India. The foundation of the railways in India was laid by 

the Britishers in the 19th century. Indian Railways is currently the world’s fourth largest railway network 

in the world with evidently huge setup and numerous branches. It has its own dedicated ministry and 

budget. Bullet trains will be introduced in India in August 2022. 

To know more about some interesting facts about the Indian Railways, read on – 

1. Railways are the lifeline of India and operate electric-locomotive, diesel-locomotive and passenger-

coaches. Indian Railways network consists of freight passengers, suburban railway systems, tourist 

trains, luxury trains, and toy trains. 

2. Indian Railways has its own mascot named “Bholu”, the guard elephant, which was designed by the 

National Institute of Design. It was broadcasted on April 16, 2002. 

3. The first train in India ran from Mumbai (Bombay) to Thane on April 16, 1853. The first railroad was 

constructed by two Indians named Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy and Jagnath Shunkerseth. 

4. Indian Railways is one of the largest employers in the world with over 1.4 million employees. 

5. The Railways carries more than 25 million passengers every day, which is more than the entire 

population of Australia. 

6. The New Delhi Railway Station has secured a place in the Guinness Book of Records for being the 

largest route relay interlocking system in the world. 

7. Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh has the longest platform in the world with a length of 1366.33 metres. 

https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/government/31-interesting-facts-about-indian-railways-you-should-know
https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/government/31-interesting-facts-about-indian-railways-you-should-know
https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/author/aayushi-namdev
https://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/government/31-interesting-facts-about-indian-railways-you-should-know/attachment/indian-railways-lifeline-of-the-nation


8. Currently, there are total 7, 349 stations in India. Also, there are16 zones over a route of 65,808 km 

with 7,112 stations. 

9. India has five luxury trains namely – Royal Rajasthan on Wheels, Palace on Wheels, The Golden 

Chariot, The Deccan Odyssey, and the Maharaja Express. Palace on Wheels is the oldest one and the 

Maharaja Express is the most expensive. These luxury hold an eminent position amongst the luxury 

trains in the world. 

10. Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus and the Indian Mountain Railways (which consists of Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway, Nilgiri Mountain Railway in Tamil Nadu, the Kalka-Shimla Railway, a narrow gauge 

railway in West Bengal and a narrow gauge railway in the Shivalik mountains in Himachal Pradesh) are 

the two historical railway elements which have been considered as the UNESCO world heritage site. 

11. The railways have a 94% operating ratio which means it spends 94 paise on every rupee it earns. 

12. The first underground railway station was built in Kolkata in 1984. 

13. The first passenger train in India ran on 15th August 1854 from Howrah to Hoogly. 

14. The computerised passenger reservation system was introduced in India in 1986. 

15. The longest train journey covered by any Indian train is of 4233 kilometres by the Vivek Express. 

With a total running time of 80 hours and 15 minutes with nearly 55 scheduled stops, the Vivek Express 

covers the longest train journey in India. It passes through 8 states of the country. 

16. Indian Railways is a monopoly and is owned by the Government of India. 

17. Mamata Banerjee was the first female to become a Railway Minister in 2000. Also, in 2002 she 

became the first female minister to present the Railway Budget. 

18. The fastest train on the Indian railways network is the New Delhi-Bhopal Shatabdi which reaches 

the maximum speed of 150 kmph on the Faridabad-Agra section. 

19. The slowest train is the Mettupalayam-Ooty Nilgiri Passenger train which runs from Mettupalayam 

to Ooty at an average speed of 10 kmph. 

20. Indian Railways is currently constructing a bridge which will be the highest railway bridge. It will be 

five times the height of Qutub Minar and 35 metres taller than the Eiffel Tower of Paris. The bridge will 

be made 359 metres over Chenab. 

21. The longest Railway tunnel in the country is 11.2 km long which is Pir Panjal bridge that links 

Kashmir Valley with Banihal in Jammu. 

22. Toilets in the trains of Indian Railways were first introduced in 1909, around fifty years after the 

establishment of Railways. 

23. The station with the shortest name is “Ib” in Odisha and the station with the longest name is 

Venkatanarasimharajuvariipeta which is sometimes spelled with “Sri” prefix. 

24. “The Fairy Queen” is that the oldest operate external-combustion engine within the world plying 

between national capital and Alwar in Rajasthan. The engine has been listed in the Guinness Book of 

World Records. Also, it has received the Heritage Award from the International Tourist Bureau of Berlin. 



25. There are total 6 Rail Museums in India. They are – 

Chennai Rail Museum, Chennai 

Joshi’s Museum of Miniature Railway, Pune 

National Rail Museum, New Delhi 

Railway Heritage Centre, Tiruchirappalli 

Railway Museum, Mysore 

Rewari Railway Heritage Museum 

26. The Rail Museum in Delhi is the largest in India and also in Asia which has both working and non-

working models. 

27. Most of the Indians prefer Rajdhani Express for travelling i,e it gets the highest priority in the 

Railway network. 

28. Howrah junction is the busiest railway station in India which has the train frequency of 974. 

29. There is a diamond crossing in Nagpur from where trains can go North, East, West, and South. The 

crossing is one of its kind. 

30. The maximum number of routes emerge from the Mathura Junction. 

31. The highest Railway Station in India is the Ghum Railway Station of the Darjeeling Himalayan 

Railway. 

 



HOW INDIAN RAILWAYS WILL BENEFIT FROM PRIVATE 

TRAINS; PASSENGERS TO BE BIG BENEFICIARIES 

Published: February 17, 2020 11:28:31 AM 
The move would help the cash-starved transporter in several ways, besides ensuring better services for 
the rail traveller 

 

The entry of private players is expected to lead to introduction of new-design trains with 

improved passenger amenities and travel comfort as well as value-added and on-

demand services. 

Jagannarayan Padmanabhan & Golesh Gupta 

The proposed introduction of private passenger trains on select routes can be a win-win 

for private players and the Indian Railways (IR) alike, provided niggling issues are 

addressed to clear the tracks. The proposal has garnered much attention since the 

government announced its plan to introduce ~156 private passenger trains on ~103 

routes. The bulk of these would be on the Golden Quadrilateral, which accounts for 

~52% of the total passenger traffic of IR. 

As per the draft bid document released by NITI Aayog, the private players would be 

responsible for designing, procurement, financing, and operation and maintenance of 

trains for a period of 35 years. The private players would be free to demand and collect 

market-linked fares from users, and IR would charge haulage fees from these players. 

The bidding criterion would be the revenue share offered by the private parties. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/tag/indian-railways/


Not surprisingly, several private players have shown interest in the initiative. It is 

expected that the initiative, if successfully scaled, could attract private investments to 

the tune of Rs 15,000-20,000 crore initially. 

As for IR, there are several ways in which it would stand to benefit from the move. First, 

it would improve its financials, given the massive losses it incurs in the passenger 

segment. As per a NITI Aayog report, 77-80% of the total losses in the passenger 

segment are in the non-suburban segment, within which IR incurs losses in all classes 

save for 3rd AC. The proposed model, if scaled up, could help IR reduce such losses 

and allow it to have profitable earnings. It could also save on the capital expenditure to 

be incurred on its plan to replace ~40,000 outdated coaches with Linke Hofmann Busch 

coaches. 

Second, the move would help bridge the demand-supply gap. The resultant increase in 

capacity would enable IR to capture passengers unserved by it, which stood at 8.85 

crore in fiscal 2019. Third, it would make rail travel more competitive vis-à-vis air travel 

– the growing aviation sector has been weaning away passengers from the premium 

category, especially 2nd AC ,owing to the narrow price differential between 2nd AC 

tickets and air tickets of low-cost carriers. 

The entry of private players is expected to lead to introduction of new-design trains with 

improved passenger amenities and travel comfort as well as value-added and on-

demand services. Such enhancements and improved service levels, together with 

punctuality of trains and targeted marketing by the private players, could help the 

railways retain and wean back passengers. 

That said, there are a few aspects private players would need to keep in mind while 

bidding. These include: 

• Clusters to target – The indicative clusters being proposed to be tendered out 

have 7-14 routes each. Each cluster has a mix of short and long routes. Thus, a 

major consideration for a prospective bidder would be the clusters to target. 

• Premium or economy services – Considering the total traffic in the non-AC 

segment is around 3.5 billion passengers/ annum, compared with 0.15 billion for 

the AC segment, prospective bidders may go beyond the AC segment and target 

even non-AC with basic standardised services. 

• Limited competitive barrier and flexibility for operators – The draft MCA provides 

limited flexibility to private operators in terms of changes in operations plan. 

Hence, appropriate due diligence is imperative while preparing the operations 

plan as the operator may not be able to change it later. 

Overall, the proposed initiative augurs well for the railways in India. At the very least, it 

would usher in competition, ultimately benefitting the customer. 

Jagannarayan Padmanabhan is Director and Practice Leader & Golesh Gupta, Lead 

Consultant – Transport & Logistics, CRISIL Infrastructure Advisory 

 



INDIAN RAILWAYS UNDERTAKING UPGRADATION 

WORKS ACROSS SEVERAL RAILWAY STATIONS 
January 29, 2020 Rail News 

 

Adding vision to the modernization plans of Ministry of Railways, station upgradation works are in progress in 
several railway stations across the country. Two such railway stations where stations are being renovated and 
upgraded with the latest passenger amenities are Salem Junction in Tamil Nadu and Dimapur station in 
Nagaland.                                                                                                                                                                 
As a part of station up gradation, Salem Junction is getting a new facelift in a phased manner. Approximately      
Rs 5 crores has been spent for improvement of station façade. This new façade has given a contemporary look  
to the station building. The landscaping area has been increased and the height of the compound walls has been 
reduced to prevent pasting of posters on them. Smooth traffic flow has been ensured in part of the first phase. 
Separate lanes are provided for buses, commercial vehicle such as taxis and auto, and for private vehicles.  New 
area has been provided for App based car services near the existing vehicle parking stand.                           
Custom made façade lighting arrangements have been made to illuminate the station building as per the 
occasion. During the days of national importance such as Independence Day and Republic Day, the building is lit 
up in tricolours of the National flag. 

 

Salem railway station façade (Night view) after taking up upgradation work 
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As a new initiative, green patches and vertical garden has been provided in the circulating area to give a pleasant 
look. Staircases have been provided with beautiful sceneries. In addition to this, LED backlit Passenger Amenity 
board and to assist visually challenged persons, Braille boards have been fixed at all amenities over the station. 
BMI kiosks, massage chairs and pulse kiosks have been installed in the station. 

At present all important train services towards Erode are dealt from Platform No.1, for both directions from 
Platform No. 3 & 4, and some train services are dealt at Platform No. 5. For the benefit of passengers, following 
improvements on Platform No. 5 have been taken up – 

▪ Modified platform shelter of new design planned to provide cover over complete platform. 
▪ Toilets block at both ends of the platform 
▪ Additional catering stall 
▪ Lift and escalator connecting other platforms 

While all the platforms will be modified under the project, the second entry to the railway station is also being 
improved. A monumental flag will be installed in front of the station building by 15th February 2020. Airport style  

lighting will also be done. The upgradation work is likely to be completed by June 2020. 

 

Salem railway station before taking up upgradation work 

Another railway station where upgradation work has been carried out is the Dimapur station under Lumding 
Division of Northeast Frontier Railway. It is the only railway station in Nagaland state falling in the Lumding – 
Dibrugarh section. Being the second largest station of Lumding Division in terms of passenger earnings after 
Guwahati, passenger friendly facilities and services in the station are of great importance. Various soft 
development works were taken up recently at a cost of about Rs. 2.00 crores to uplift facilities of the station. The 
face and feel of the station was uplifted to provide better passenger experience. 



 

Dimapur railway station façade after taking up upgradation work 

Important works executed in the station include: 

▪ Upgradation of the circulating area with segregated parking and green belt. 
▪ Upgradation of the façade, portico and concourse area. 
▪ Upgradation of UTS booking counters and waiting areas. 
▪ Upgradation of the entry gate, giving it the ethnic feeling of Nagaland. 
▪ Provision of a new 60 seat capacity AC premium waiting hall with coffee / snacks corner, green vertical 

garden and 8 seat capacity baby nursing room. 
▪ Improvement of Platform no – 1 
▪ Renovation of all retiring rooms. 
▪ Upgradation of “Pay & Use” toilets. 
▪ Installation of Monumental flag. 
▪ Installation of Digital museum. 

 

Dimapur railway station before taking up upgradation work 

Railway passengers using the station for making journey to and from Nagaland have appreciated the work done 
by N.F. Railway.   



RAILWAY BUDGET 2020: INDIAN RAILWAYS WILL 
FOCUS ON SAFETY FOR THE TRAVELERS                                                                      
By Vipul Das| Updated: Saturday, February 1, 2020, 13:16 [IST] 
Read more at: https://www.goodreturns.in/news/railway-budget-2020-travellers-safety-is-first-1127922.html 

 
Indian Railways implements a single system for automatic control of rolling wheels for passengers safety. 

In an attempt to provide secure passenger facilities, Indian Railways is likely to complete the first step of 

the identification of faults in the wheels and bearings of coaches, locomotives and wagons by this year. It 

ensures that the flaws or failures in the bearings and wheels of the coaches will be found earlier, 

contributing to secure passenger services. 

 

Railway Budget 2020: Travellers Safety is First The move from manual inspection to machine-assisted 

automated fault detection would help to meet the challenges of delivering secure, healthy and cost-

effective services, according to the Railway Ministry. For the automated inspection, the system of online 

monitoring of rolling stock (OMRS) is adopted by the national transporter. According to the PTI study, rail-

bearing acoustic monitoring systems, acoustic bearing detectors, wheel condition monitors and wheel 

effect load-detectors are used for the identification of defects in rolling asset bearings and rolling wheels. 

Rolling stock of Indian Railways applies to locomotives, rail cars, coaches and wagons. The first 

deployment process for 25 OMRS systems is currently underway at 20 locations, These 20 locations 

where the OMRS will be installed have been identified by a high-level multi-disciplinary committee of the 

Railway Board. In the current fiscal year, six OMRS systems have been built and 10 more are to be 

added, according to a notice from the Railway Board. This cycle is expected to be completed in the 

present 2020 fiscal year. The aim is to automatically identify rolling stock faults with the help of the 

machines prior to any catastrophic failure happening in operations. The automated inspection will result in 

"time-based maintenance" and "condition-based predictive maintenance," increased reliability and 

availability of rolling assets. The rolling stock reviews have been mostly manual and are determined by 

the workers. Inspections were also performed while locomotives and trains were idle or moving slowly. 

The bearing faults were found in 33 wagons, six coaches and one locomotive up to the month of June 

https://www.goodreturns.in/news/railway-budget-2020-travellers-safety-is-first-1127922.html


2019. Indian Railways reported that the results of the implementation of the OMRS could have led to 

accidents as some critical errors were found. To order to achieve proactive maintenance, the Indian 

Railway Network will continue to implement further track-side maintenance systems. The Railway Board 

is trying to turn its cargo test yards into smart meters powered by technology for automated detection of 

wagon faults and defects, in order to predict maintenance practices in yards. In the months of November 

2017, Panipat was the first OMRS system installed, while the National Command Center for OMRS 

monitoring in Delhi, Kishanganj, in March 2018, was developed in the control center. Indian railways is 

moving towards automation and instrumentation processes in its maintenance practices to detect defects 

and deficits of the rolling stock to address today's challenges of efficient, secure and economic services. 
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INDIAN RAILWAYS TO OFFER WORLD-CLASS AIRPORT-STYLE COMFORTS 

AT RAILWAY STATIONS FOR NOMINAL USER FEE; DETAILS 

By: Devanjana Nag | Published: February 14, 2020 12:10:09 PM 
The user fee levied on passengers will differ across the newly developed railway stations depending on their footfall. 

 

A user fee will be levied on passengers who use the redeveloped railway stations. 

Pay nominal user fee for world-class Indian Railways stations: The Indian Railway Station 

Redevelopment Corporation Limited (IRSDC) is currently working towards the redevelopment of many 

railway stations across the country, with an aim to transform them into swanky airport-like hubs. 

Recently, Financial Express Online learned that an airport-like user fee will be levied on passengers 

who use the redeveloped railway stations. The move is likely to result in a marginal hike in fares. At 

various airports, the User Development Fee is charged by passengers and the rate of this fee varies 

based on various factors. However, Indian Railways has made it clear that the user fee for the 

redeveloped stations will be kept at a nominal amount so that passengers while experiencing airport-

like comforts, don’t feel a pinch on their pockets. 

The user fee levied on Indian Railways passengers may differ across the newly developed railway 

stations depending on their footfall. However, the user fee would not be applicable for Habibganj and 

Gandhinagar railway stations, which are going to be the country’s first two world-class stations. Apart 

from these two stations, the user fee will be implemented for the rest of the redeveloped stations 

including Chandigarh, Anand Vihar, Bijwasan, Sabarmati, Gwalior, Nagpur, Amritsar railway stations. 

Last month, for the redevelopment of four railway stations-Amritsar, Gwalior, Nagpur and Sabarmati 

stations, IRSDC held a pre-application conference for interested bidders for the request for quotations 

(RFQs) on the basis of design-build finance operate transfer (DBFOT). Some of the amenities and 

facilities like separate exit and entry points, retail, hospitality, shopping, F&B facilities will be made 

available at these redeveloped railway stations. 

The redevelopment works at Habibganj station and Gandhi nagar station have begun already. The 

Habibganj railway station in Bhopal is being revamped on the lines of Germany’s Heidelberg railway 

station, in partnership with the Bansal Group. The project is expected to cost approximately Rs 100 

crore, while an amount of Rs 350 crore will be spent on its in and around commercial development. 

While the Gandhinagar railway station is being redeveloped at a cost of around Rs 250 crore. 
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INDIAN RAILWAYS TO REDEVELOP NELLORE, TIRUPATI, CSMT, 

BAIYYAPPANAHALLI STATIONS INTO WORLD-CLASS HUBS; DETAILS 

By: Devanjana Nag | Published: February 16, 2020 1:07:52 PM 
IRSDC is all set to invite bids for Nellore, Dehradun, Tirupati, Puducherry, Udhna Surat, CSMT, New Delhi and 
Baiyyappanahalli railway stations in the next two months. 

 

The IRSDC is currently undertaking works to transform many railway stations across the country into world-class airport-

like hubs.Soon, Indian Railways will add more world-class stations to its network! In the coming years, Indian Railways 

passengers will be able to enjoy airport-like luxury and comfort at stations. The Indian Railway Stations Development 

Corporation Limited (IRSDC) is all set to invite bids for Nellore, Dehradun, Tirupati, Puducherry, Udhna Surat, CSMT, 

New Delhi and Baiyyappanahalli railway stations in the next two months. “We are in the process of finalising the 

redevelopment works for several more stations. In the next two months, bids for many more stations will be invited. Two 

of the big projects are New Delhi railway station and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) in Mumbai,” VK 

Yadav, Chairman Railway Board told Financial Express Online. 

The railway station projects will be awarded on the basis of Design Build Finance Operate Transfer (DBFOT) for a 

concession of 60 years. The time period would be 99 years in case the redevelopment involves a residential component 

as well. 

The IRSDC is currently undertaking works to transform many railway stations across the country into world-class airport-

like hubs. The corporation is a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the Ministry of Railways, a joint venture entity of 

RLDA and IRCON. At present, IRSDC is carrying out the redevelopment works at Habibganj and Gandhinagar station. 

According to Yadav, an airport-style user fee will be levied on passengers or railway users who use the upcoming 

redeveloped stations. Generally, the User Development Fee is charged at airports, the rate of which varies based on 

various factors. However, the national transporter has stated that the user fee for the redeveloped world-class railway 

stations will be kept at a nominal amount for passengers. The user fee may differ across the stations depending on the 

footfall. However, the fee would not be applicable for the Habibganj railway station and Gandhinagar railway station. 

Other than these two, the user fee will be implemented for the rest of the redeveloped world-class stations. 

The redeveloped Habibganj and Gandhinagar stations will be India’s first two world-class stations. Bhopal’s Habibganj 

station in Bhopal is being transformed on the lines of Germany’s Heidelberg station. The station is being revamped in 

partnership with the Bansal Group. An amount of Rs 100 crore is being invested on this project while Rs 350 crore is 

being spent on the stations’ in and around commercial development. On the other hand, the Gandhinagar station is being 

revamped at a cost of around Rs 250 crore. Some of the other railway stations, which will be transformed into swanky 

hubs include Chandigarh, Anand Vihar, Nagpur, Amritsar, Bijwasan, Sabarmati, Gwalior railway stations. 
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INDIAN RAILWAYS TO REVAMP MUMBAI STATIONS! 8 MAJOR 

STATIONS TO BECOME WORLD-CLASS HUBS; TOP FACTS 

By: Devanjana Nag | Published: February 18, 2020 2:27:38 PM 
A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the Railway Ministry, IRSDC is undertaking works at numerous railway stations, 
transforming them into swanky airport-like hubs. 

 

Soon, at least eight major railway stations in Mumbai are likely to be turned into world-class stations. (image: PTI) 

Big news for Mumbaikars! In the coming years, at least eight major railway stations in Mumbai are 

likely to be turned into world-class stations. In a recent interview with IE, the Managing Director and 

CEO of the Indian Railway Station Redevelopment Corporation (IRSDC), Sanjeev Kumar Lohia 

spoke about the challenges of the station redevelopment plan and how the move will shape the city 

for the better. A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the Railway Ministry, IRSDC is undertaking 

works at numerous railway stations, transforming them into swanky airport-like hubs. Here are 

some top things to know about the Indian Railways station redevelopment plan for Mumbai: 

• In Mumbai, redevelopment work is being carried out at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

Terminus (CSMT) station for which IRSDC will be issuing Request for Qualification once it is 

approved by the public-private partnership (PPP) appraisal committee. Also, redevelopment 

plans are progressing at a good pace at Thakurli station. 

• Besides, IRSDC is working on Lokmanya Tilak Terminus (LTT), Bandra Terminus, Dadar, 

Andheri, Kalyan and Borivali stations. Some railway stations are being worked on by RLDA 

like Mumbai Central station. 

• According to Lohia, there are nearly 112 railway stations in Mumbai Metropolitan Region. 

However, all the stations may not require redevelopment or be amenable for redevelopment 

https://www.financialexpress.com/author/devanjana-nag/
http://www.financialexpress.com/tag/indian-railways/


with land constraints, which is required for monetization as well as funding the 

redevelopment work. 

• The station redevelopment includes well-planned entry/exit points, improved road 

accessibility, segregated passenger movement for arrival and departure, station friendly for 

physically challenged people, lifts, escalators, travellators, proper pick-up/drop points, 

improved acoustics and audibility of announcements, adequate waiting areas. 

• The waiting areas will be developed at a concourse above the station platforms, which will 

have retail outlets as well as a seating place. Moreover, the railway stations will become 

safer as there will be controlled access. The stations will be equipped with CCTVs, which 

will ensure a full analysis in case of an incident. 

• The railway stations will be bid out on the PPP model. As a source for funding the entire 

redevelopment of the stations, the funding will be through land monetization along with user 

charges. 

• According to Lohia, the user charges for the redeveloped stations will be a nominal fixed 

amount, which will be a part of the ticket price. It would only be applicable if one is boarding 

or de-boarding at the station. 

• The IRSDC is looking at developing these railway stations in four years with the initial 

tendering and project development taking a time period of a year and a half and another 

three-four years of time for the project completion. 

• Lohia further said that in the financial capital, one can have a lease hold property. So, the 

houses will be on lease, where one can own the house for a certain time and after that, the 

lease will be transferred back to the developer and then Indian Railways. Therefore, no land 

is being sold and the entire project is on the lease-only model. 

• There are nearly 110 stations across the country on which a detailed project report (DPR) is 

being prepared. IRSDC is preparing the project report on 60 stations, while the Railway 

Land Redevelopment Authority (RLDA) is working on another 50 railway stations. 

 



 

OLD SCHEMES IN NEW BUDGET FOR INDIAN RAILWAYS 

The Budget, presented by FM Nirmala Sitharaman announced kisan rail, electrification, 

station redevelopment, solar energy and private trains – which have either already been 

announced or were on the pipeline for long. 

Arun Kumar Das 03 Feb 2020 

 

 

The announcement of Krishi rail for perishable goods, solar park along the tracks, complete 

electrification, more Tejas to connect tourist sites and redevelopment of New Delhi and Mumbai 

stations among others are major takeaways for Indian Railways in the Union Budget which was tabled 

on February 1. 

The Union Budget, presented by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman amid a declined growth rate for 

six successive quarters, incidentally, does not offer anything new or innovative for railways. All of these 

– kisan rail, electrification, station redevelopment, solar energy and private trains, have either already 

been announced or were on the pipeline for long. 

The cash starved railways were allocated Rs 1,61,042 crore as capital expenditure and Rs 70,000 

crore as gross budgetary support for the fiscal year 2020-21. 

Reiterating the government's resolve to go forward with private train operations, the FM read out the 

already announced plan for offering 150 trains to private players. She also announced the introduction 

of another IRCTC operated private train between Indore and Varanasi soon. 
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The Budget also presented the operating ratio to be at 97.46%, against 95% as envisaged in the 

budget estimate (BE) of 2019-20. Though by the end of January 2020, the railways earnings are falling 

behind the target, chairman of Railway Board, VK Yadav, said they will be able to achieve the operating 

ratio at 97.46% by the end of March 2020. 

"It is true that our earnings are facing distress because of various reasons. We are reducing our 

expenditure through curbing diesel consumption by pressing more electric locos besides other 

tightening measures," Yadav said in a post-budget presser. 

The 148 kms long Bengaluru suburban project with an estimated cost of Rs 18,600 crore was also 

announced during the Budget session. For this project, the central government would provide 20% 

equity and facilitate external assistance up to 60% of the project. 

Aiming at farmers' benefit, the FM announced the Krishi rail project to transport perishable goods as a 

national cold supply chain through PPP arrangements. "There will be refrigerated coaches in express 

and freight trains as well," she said in her second consecutive budget presentation which went on for 

over two hours in the Lok Sabha. However, to be noted here is that, this scheme had already been 

announced by two former railway ministers – Lalu Prasad and Mamata Banerjee – during their tenure. 

Also, solar energy, station redevelopment and electrification plans were also launched with much fan 

fare by former Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu. 

The total receipts of the Railways comprising earnings from passenger, goods, sundry other heads and 

railway recruitment boards are expected to increase by 9.5% in the BE of 2020-21 over the Revised 

Estimates (RE) of 2019-20. 

In the latest Budget, funds worth Rs 12,000 crore have been allocated for construction of new lines, Rs 

2,250 crore for gauge conversion, Rs 700 crore for doubling, Rs 5,786.97 crore for rolling stock and Rs 

1,650 crore for signalling and telecom. The total budgetary allocation of Rs 70,000 crore and an outlay 

for capital expenditure amounting to Rs 1.61 trillion, is a paltry 3% more than the previous year. 

The Budget also proposed freight loading at 1,265 millon tons (MT), which is 42 MT (3.4%) incremental 

over RE 2019-20. Revenue receipts amounting to Rs 61,000 crore through passenger earnings and Rs 

1,47,000 crore in goods earnings have been envisaged in the coming financial year. The gross traffic 

receipts are, thus, kept at Rs 2,25,613 crore. This is 9.6% above RE 2019-20. 

Criticising the budget proposals, the Opposition maintains that it seems that the government has given 

up on reviving the economy or accelerating the growth rate, instead focussing on promoting private 

investments. Not only that, the Opposition has also said the Budget 2020-21 does not portray that the 

government is in anyway keen on increasing the efficiency of the Indian Railways or creating jobs. 

 



RAILWAYS ACQUIRES 47% LAND FOR 

MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD BULLET TRAIN PROJECT 
January 30, 2020 Rail News 

 

The Indian Railways has acquired 47% of the land for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed 

rail project and the rest of the 53% of land required for the project will be acquired in next 6 months, 

an official said. The work of acquiring the land is in advanced stage and it will be available for the 

project soon, he said. 

More Information: 

“Till date 47 per cent of the land has been acquired for the 508-km long Ahmedabad-Mumbai high 

speed rail project, and rest of the 53 per cent will be acquired in next six months,” Chairman Railway 

Board (CRB) V.K. Yadav said. 

A total of 1,380 hectare land is required for the high speed train project, out of which railways has 

acquired 479 hectare from the private persons and 119 hectare from government land, he said. 

Once the 90% of land is acquired, 6 out of 29 tender packages for the project will be out in the month of 

March and April this year. 

The CRB also stressed that the National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) will be able to 

complete the project before its deadline of December 2023. 

The project will be completed in three phases and the first phase of 50 km stretch will be completed by 

August 2022, he said. 

A 21-km-long tunnel will be dug between Boisar and BKC in Mumbai, 7 km of which will be under the 

sea, as per the official. 

The mainline also has one mountain tunnel of around 280 metre, 24 river crossings and 30 road and 

canal crossings. 

The bullet trains are expected to run at 350 kmph covering the 508 km stretch in around 2 hours. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe on September 14, 2017 laid 

the foundation stone of the ambitious Rs 1.08 lakh crore ($17 billion) project. 

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Union Railway Ministry have inked a MoU for 

the 508-km corridor, with Japan to partially fund the project. 
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THIS WILL BE THE NEW DELHI RAILWAY STATION SOON! 

INDIAN RAILWAYS READY WITH BIG RS 6,500 CRORE 

REVAMP PLAN 

By: Smriti Jain | Published: February 15, 2020 12:29:27 PM 

New Delhi Railway station set for big revamp! Piyush Goyal-led Railway Ministry has drawn up an 

ambitious plan to convert the New Delhi railway station into a world-class airport-style transit hub. 

 

New Delhi railway station revamp: The beautiful image, accessed by 

Financial Express Online, gives an artist impression of the proposed New 

Delhi railway station – and it has an international airport-style look for sure! 

New Delhi Railway station set for big revamp! Piyush Goyal-led Railway 

Ministry has drawn up an ambitious plan to convert the New Delhi railway 

station into a world-class airport-style transit hub. The beautiful image in 

this article, accessed by Financial Express Online, gives an artist 

impression of the proposed New Delhi railway station – and it has an 

international airport-style look for sure! The initial bids for this Rs 6,500 

crore New Delhi railway station redevelopment project are expected to be 

invited in the coming few months. Northern Railways along with the 
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Railway Land Development Authority (RLDA) is planning to redevelop the 

New Delhi railway station on the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. 

According to Chairman Railway Board VK Yadav, the new station will have 

separate entry and exit points for arriving and departing passengers. 

“Under the proposed plan for the New Delhi railway station elevated access 

roads will be built, similar to several airports,” VK Yadav told Financial 

Express Online, adding that the project will take around 4 years for 

completion after the tenders are awarded. The first phase of the New Delhi 

railway station redevelopment project will involve the development of 

approximately 110 acres of land. 

New Delhi Railway Station redevelopment: Salient features 

Some of the salient features of the planned redevelopment include an 

elevated concourse with segregation of arriving and departing passengers, 

refurbished platforms with easy access from the concourse level, 

mezzanine level exclusively for passenger facilities such as lounges, food 

court and restrooms, an elevated road network with multiple entry and exit 

points, and a multi-level car parking facility. 

1. Station redevelopment with new elevated concourse, refurbishment of 

the existing railway station buildings and renovation of the 16 platforms 

2. Development of associated infrastructure will involve the construction of 

elevated access roads network and a multi-level car parking 

3. The other associated components will be redeveloped and handed over 

to the Northern Railways. This would include Indian Railways quarters, 

railway offices and social infrastructure. 

Indian Railways aims to make the New Delhi station redevelopment 

programme financially viable for the private players, and hence the project 

would involve commercial components such as construction of retail areas, 

offices and a hotel. The selected concessionaire will be able to earn 

revenues through charging user fee from railway passengers, and various 

passenger facilities such as lounges, parking spaces etc. There would also 

be several advertising spaces that would add to the revenue earning 

avenues. 
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RS 18,600 CRORE BENGALURU SUBURBAN RAIL 

PROJECT TO BE COMPLETED IN 3 YEARS 
        February 4, 2020 Rail News 

 

Bengaluru: Buoyed by the inclusion of the Bengaluru suburban railway project in the Union 

Budget,  Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa said the project with an estimated cost of Rs 18,600 crore             

will be completed in 3 years. 

   More Information: 

It will be shared in the ratio of 20% by the State, 20% by the Centre and rest will be taken as 

institutional loan. 

Expressing his gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman and Railway Minister Piyush Goyal for incorporating the project in the Union Budget, the 

CM said this project has been the long-standing dream of the citizens of Bengaluru. 

Under this project, suburban railway stations will come up at 57 prominent places in Bengaluru, he 

said. 

He added, the trains with all air-conditioned coaches will operate from 5 am till midnight and will 

benefit lakhs of commuters travelling within Bengaluru and surrounding areas. 

The Minister of State for Railways Suresh Angadi, who was present, said ticket prices have not been 

decided yet. 
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GOVT ALLOCATES RS 2,487 CRORE FOR RRTS 

PROJECTS IN BUDGET 2020-21 
February 4, 2020 Rail News 

 

The Government has allocated Rs 2,487 crore for the RRTS projects for the next fiscal in the Union Budget 2020-

21, nearly three-fold increase over the 2019-20 financial year. In 2019-20, the Centre had allocated Rs 824 

crore for the country’s first Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS). 

More Information: 

Out of the 8 identified RRTS corridors to connect various NCR towns with high-speed rail commute, 3 had 

been prioritised for implementation in Phase-1 by the then Planning Commission appointed Task Force. 

These are Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut, Delhi-Gurugram-SNB-Alwar and Delhi-Panipat. 

The civil construction of the first RRTS Corridor from Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut is in full swing and piling and 

pier works are being done on the 17-km priority section between Sahibabad and Duhai, as per the National 

Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC), the implementing agency of the RRTS project. 

With a design speed of 180 kmph and operational speed of 160 kmph, the RRTS trains will be unique and one 

of its kind in India. 

The aerodynamic coaches will be self-propelled on electric traction with 25KV AC System. 

The RRTS trains are being designed with the state-of-the-art latest technology. 

The Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor will be immensely beneficial in curbing pollution in the region. 

The high-speed rail will promise to cover the distance between Meerut and Delhi in less than 60 minutes. 

 

 

http://news.railanalysis.com/2020/02/
http://news.railanalysis.com/category/rail-news/
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=Government
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=RRTS
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=projects
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=Union+Budget+2020-21
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=Union+Budget+2020-21
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=financial+year
http://news.railanalysis.com/?s=Regional+Rapid+Transit+System


EIB, MAHAMETRO SIGNS LOAN AGREEMENT 

FOR FIRST TRANCHE OF RS 1600 CRORE FOR 

PUNE METRO PROJECT 
February 3, 2020 Rail News 

 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) signed a loan agreement with Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation (Maha 

Metro) for releasing the first tranche of 200 million euros (Rs 1600 crore) for the ongoing metro projects in Pune. 

 

More Information: 

The bank has agreed to extend 600 million euros (Rs 4,800 crore) in loan to Maha Metro which is 

developing two metro lines in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad. 

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray said,”The funding from EIB will give the much needed boost to the 

metro projects in Pune and will ensure speedy execution.” 

He added, development of areas in and around Pune was key to Maharashtra’s growth and the metro 

projects will play a crucial role for the same. 

Maha Metro is developing two metro lines in Pune at a cost of Rs 11,400 crore. 
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Of this, Rs 5,800 crore would be the loan component, which will be partially funded by EIB at a 

concessional rate of 0.35% per annum for 20 years with a moratorium of 4 years. 

The remaining would be contributed by French Development Agency (AFD). 

These funds would be utilised for construction of civil structures, underground tunnels and stations. 

Pune’s two metro lines will have 31 km of tracks, both over and underground, with a total of 30 

stations. 

Once completed, the metro rails will create 900 new jobs and carry around 6 lakh passengers daily. 

Nearly 37% of the civil works of the metro projects has been completed, Maha Metro Managing 

Director Brijesh Dixit said. 

“after funding the Bengaluru and Bhopal metro projects in the past, we are now providing finance to 

Pune Metro, which is the largest one so far in the transport space. Given the country’s commitment to 

develop infrastructure and environment protection, India becomes our natural partner,” EIB Vice 

President Andrew McDowell said. 

 

COMING SOON, E-SCOOTERS AT FOUR 

CHENNAI METRO STATIONS 
To avail the service, those interested can download the ‘Flyy’ App from google play store. 

Published: 19th January 2020 06:29 AM  |   Last Updated: 19th January 2020  

  

By Express News Service 

CHENNAI: Chennai Metro Rail has added another form of feeder service to provide last mile 
connectivity for its passengers. Electric scooters will be available from four metro stations- Alandur, 
Nandanam, Guindy, and Little Mount for starters. Coming months, 6000 more scooters are going to 
be added covering the remaining metro stations. 
To avail the service, those interested can download the ‘Flyy’ App from google play store. The 
vehicles will be available for rent at `1 per minute. The scooters can be used from 7 am to 9 pm in the 
above mentioned stations. “The passenger can drop off the scooter anywhere within the Flyy zone. 
Each detination point chosen by the user will have a fixed zone within which they can drop off the 
scooter,” said an official. 
This initiative is being carried out by CMRL in association with Flyy rental services to provide a green 
alternative as opposed to fuel-run vehicles. CMRL is currently operating share autos, share taxi, cabs 
and tempo travelers as modes of last mile connectivity. 
 
 
 



CMRL EXPERTS TO VISIT COIMBATORE, DISCUSS 

POSSIBILITY OF METRO PROJECT IN CITY 

As details for the feasibility study were collected separately from all the major departments,             

the city corporation has requested officials from the CMRL to visit the city for inclusive metering. 

Published: 11th December 2019 10:46 AM  

   

For representational purposes (File Photo | Martin Louis, EPS)                                                                                                  

By Express News Service 

COIMBATORE: A team of experts from Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL) is likely to visit the city 
next week to discuss the possibilities of implementing the metro project here. 
Systra Group, a private consulting and engineering company, had recently completed a feasibility 
study on the implementation of Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) in the city, which was later 
submitted to the CMRL. 
Sources state that the consulting firm has proposed four corridors for the metro project for a total 
distance of 136 km. 
As details for the feasibility study were collected separately from all the major departments, the city 
corporation has requested officials from the CMRL to visit the city for inclusive metering. 
Hinting at other possibilities such as monorail, suspension rail or even an exclusive pathway for 
buses, sources said that the metro is not the only option on the table at the moment. 
Corporation Commissioner J Sravan Kumar said that the project would be implemented in such a 
way, keeping in mind the population and infrastructure growth in the next 40 to 50 years. 
"Following the feasibility study, the officials came up with requests and clarifications on where to 
place the yard for the metro project. As there is an integrated bus terminal proposed at Vellalore, we 
thought of including one corridor or pathway to the location to ease the flow of travellers in the future," 
Sravan said. 
Sources say that the metro rail project will be designed in a way that does not clash with the bus 
routes. 
Possible corridors highlighted in the study: 
Possible corridors highlighted in the study: 
 
   Route - Distance in km 
* Ukkadam to Kaniyur - 26 
* Ukkadam to Pilichi near Karamadai - 24 
* Thanneerpandal to Karanampettai - 42 
* Karunya Nagar to Ganeshpuram - 44 
Stay up to date on all the latest Tamil Nadu news with The New Indian Express 
 
 

 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu


 

SOIL TESTS FOR CHENNAI METRO RAIL PHASE-2       

TO BE COMPLETED SOON 

The soil testing going on at various locations for Chennai Metro Rail’s phase-2 project will be completed early by next year. 

Published: 24th October 2019 06:24 AM   

Officials said soil tests are pending only at nearly 1,000 locations in two non-priority corridors | ExpressBy Express News Service 

CHENNAI : The soil testing going on at various locations for Chennai Metro Rail’s phase-2 project will 
be completed early by next year. The project will be connecting Madhavaram, Sholinganallur and 
CMBT to other parts of the city.Officials said soil tests are pending only at nearly 1,000 locations in 
two non-priority corridors: CMBT-Shollinganallur and Light House-Poonamallee. Currently tests are 
being conducted along Arcot Road, Nandambakkam, Koot Road, Medavakkam, Porur and 
Sholinganallur. 
“Madhavaram to Sholinganallur and Madhavarm to CMBT are the two priority corridors. Soil testing 
work along these stretches has been completed across 1,926 locations. Only 50 per cent work is 
remaining in the other two corridors,” said an official.  These geo-technical tests were started initially 
in Madhavaram three months ago to find out the soil condition, hard rock depth, and location of the 
water table at various points. Officials said that according to the  type of soil at each stretch, a specific 
set of tools will be used for tunnelling. 
Once these tests are over, traffic congestion in narrow lanes where soil test is going on will come 
down. Also, residents can heave a sigh of relief as water and sewer lines will no longer be damaged 
after the tests are completed.Besides, following incidents of water leakages in underground stations 
of phase-1 Metro Rail after rains, officials said enough space would be made during phase-2 
construction to release the water pressure.  
“When it heavily rains, water percolates into the soil and sometimes enters the Metro Rail structures. 
This will be avoided in phase-2 so that water doesn’t seep through. We are checking permeability of 
the soil too for this,” added the official.Also, tender will be called for in January next year for the 
construction of the 118-km project. Once this is completed along with soil tests, preliminary work will 
start for the project by the middle of next year, added officials. 
Stay up to date on all the latest Chennai news with The New Indian Express App. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai


 
 

HYDERABAD METRO RAIL: JBS-MGBS STRETCH 

TO BE INAUGURATED IN 10 DAYS 

Authorities are waiting for Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao to fix a date and inaugurate the stretch. 

 

NEWS TRANSPORT SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 01, 2020 - 08:17 

The Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) is aiming to throw open the 11-km stretch between 

Jubilee Bus Station (JBS) and Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station (MGBS) on Corridor-II, within the next 

10 days. 

According to reports, authorities are waiting for Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao's appointment to 

fix a date and inaugurate the stretch, paving the way for the introduction of passenger services on the 

last corridor of Hyderabad metro rail project phase-I. The corridor has nine stations. 

An announcement to this effect was also made by Telangana Municipal Administration and Urban 

Development (MAUD) Minister KT Rama Rao at an event in Hyderabad on Friday. 

Stating that the JBS-MGBS stretch would be opened before February 10, KTR said that work would also begin 

soon for a stretch connecting Nagole to Shamshabad via Falaknuma. 

HMRL officials had earlier said that it would take 16 minutes to cover the stretch between JBS to MGBS on the 

metro as opposed to 45 minutes by road. 

 



 

The trial runs on the route had commenced on November 25 last year. 

It was earlier this month that a safety certificate was issued by Commissioner of Metro Rail Safety 

(CMRS) Janak Kumar Garg who inspected the corridor along with  HMRL Managing Director N V S 

Reddy, L&T Metro Rail (Hyderabad) Limited Managing Director K V B Reddy and other senior 

officials. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had inaugurated the 30 km stretch (between Miyapur and Nagole) out 

of the 72 km long elevated Hyderabad Metro Rail project, in November 2017. Subsequently in 

September 2018, another 16-km stretch of Hyderabad Metro between Ameerpet to L B Nagar was 

commissioned. 

In March 2019, a 10-km stretch of Hyderabad Metro Rail between Ameerpet and Hi-Tec City was 

inaugurated. 

In November 2019, another 1.5 km stretch of Metro Rail Corridor-III between Hitec City station and 

Raidurg was inaugurated. 

Read: Now, buy a Hyderabad metro ticket with a cashless QR code payment option 

 
NEWS METRO TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 04, 2020 - 18:18 

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/now-buy-hyderabad-metro-ticket-cashless-qr-code-payment-option-114661


 

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao will inaugurate the Hyderabad Metro Rail services between 

Jubilee Bus Station (JBS) and Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station (MGBS) at 4 pm on Friday, announced 

his son and minister K T Rama Rao. 

With the launch of this line, which covers 11 km, the Metro phase I project will be complete. The total 

length of the Hyderabad Metro Rail will now be 69 kilometres. According to Hyderabad Metro Rail 

Limited officials, it would just take 16 minutes to cover the stretch between JBS to MGBS on the 

metro as opposed to 45 minutes by road. 

The JBS-MGBS corridor has nine stations which include Parade Grounds, Secunderabad West, 

Gandhi Hospital, Musheerabad, RTC Crossoads, Chikkadpally, Narayanguda, Sultan Bazaar and 

MGBS. The JBS-MGBS route is part of the corridor II from JBS to Falaknuma. 

Recently, minister of Municipal Administration and Urban Development K T Rama Rao had 

announced that the corridor would be opened before February 10. 

The trial runs on the route had commenced on November 25, 2019.  Last month, Commissioner of 

Metro Rail Safety (CMRS) had issued the safety certificate after inspecting the corridor. In March 

2019, a 10-km stretch of Hyderabad Metro Rail between Ameerpet and Hi-Tec City was inaugurated 

and subsequently in November 2019, another 1.5 km stretch of Metro Rail Corridor-III between Hitec 

City station and Raidurg was inaugurated. 

Metro services in Hyderabad began in 2017. Prime Minister Narendra Modi had inaugurated the 30 

km stretch (between Miyapur and Nagole) out of the 72 km long elevated Hyderabad Metro Rail 

project. Subsequently in September 2018, another 16-km stretch of Hyderabad Metro between 

Ameerpet to L B Nagar was commissioned. 

  

 



  

LAST STRETCH OF CMRL’S PHASE-1 TO OPEN BY 

JANUARY-END 
DECCAN CHRONICLE.PublishedJan 20, 2019, 1:36 am IST 

This is the last stretch of Phase-1 and will allow people to reach the airport from north Chennai in 45 minutes. 

 
 Chennai Metro Rail Limited officials meet the press and announced the completion of Washermanpet-DMS 

metro line on Saturday. —DC 

Chennai: The Washermanpet-DMS stretch of the Chennai Metro Rail will be operational by January-

end, CMRL officials, who met the media on Saturday, said. This is the last stretch of Phase-1 and will 

allow people to reach the airport from north Chennai in 45 minutes. 

“The phase one extension project that links Washermanpet with Tiruvottiyur and Wimco Nagar will be 

open for the public by June 2020. Not only that, all the pending safety work in this last line of phase 

one between AG-DMS and Washermanpet stations will be completed at the earliest,” Commissioner 

of Metro Railway Safety (CMRS) - Bengaluru circle, K.A Manoharan said. 

  

He said this after undertaking the safety inspection of the final line of Chennai Metro Rail Ltd’s 

(CMRL’s) phase one project connecting AG-DMS and Washermanpet stations on Saturday, starting 

the process from Washermanpet station. “After the safety inspection is completed and all the 

drawbacks sorted out, the opening date of the line for the public will be announced which will be most 

probably in a week,” he assured.  

The inauguration of this stretch will mark the end of the Rs 14,600 crore phase one project covering a 

total of 45 kms stretching from Washermanpet to the Chennai Airport.  

 



RAILWAYS ACQUIRES 47% LAND FOR 

MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD BULLET TRAIN PROJECT 
January 30, 2020 Rail News 

 

The Indian Railways has acquired 47% of the land for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed 

rail project and the rest of the 53% of land required for the project will be acquired in next 6 months, 

an official said. The work of acquiring the land is in advanced stage and it will be available for the 

project soon, he said. 

More Information: 

“Till date 47 per cent of the land has been acquired for the 508-km long Ahmedabad-Mumbai high 

speed rail project, and rest of the 53 per cent will be acquired in next six months,” Chairman Railway 

Board (CRB) V.K. Yadav said. 

A total of 1,380 hectare land is required for the high speed train project, out of which railways has 

acquired 479 hectare from the private persons and 119 hectare from government land, he said. 

Once the 90% of land is acquired, 6 out of 29 tender packages for the project will be out in the month of 

March and April this year. 

The CRB also stressed that the National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) will be able to 

complete the project before its deadline of December 2023. 

The project will be completed in three phases and the first phase of 50 km stretch will be completed by 

August 2022, he said. 

A 21-km-long tunnel will be dug between Boisar and BKC in Mumbai, 7 km of which will be under the 

sea, as per the official. 

The mainline also has one mountain tunnel of around 280 metre, 24 river crossings and 30 road and 

canal crossings. 

The bullet trains are expected to run at 350 kmph covering the 508 km stretch in around 2 hours. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe on September 14, 2017 laid 

the foundation stone of the ambitious Rs 1.08 lakh crore ($17 billion) project. 

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Union Railway Ministry have inked a MoU for 

the 508-km corridor, with Japan to partially fund the project. 
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HISTORY OF INDIAN RAILWAYS 
The Indian Railways is a Government of India body which is responsible for the 

maintenance and operation of the entire rail network in India. As far as rail transport in 

India is concerned, it enjoys total monopoly. More than 17 million passengers avail the 

transport facilities offered by the Indian Railways. 

History of Railway in India- Important Years 

 
• 1832- Plans were proposed to introduce a rail network in India. 
• 1844- Private entrepreneurs set up a private rail system in India. 
• 1851- Trains became operational. 
• 1853- Passenger trains were introduced. 
• 1875- 95 million pounds were invested into Indian railways by British companies. 
• 1895- Indian locomotives began to operate in the country. 
• 1901- A Railway Board was established. 
• 1907- The government obtained total control over most of the rail companies. 
• 1908- First electric locomotive was introduced. 
• 1947- 40% of the railway network came under Pakistan's possession. 

History of Indian Railways- Important Years 
After India obtained independence from the British, the rail network in the country was 

christened as the Indian Railways. 

• 1951- Nationalization of the rail system in India took place. 
• 1952- Six railway zones were introduced. 
• 1995- Steam locomotives became obsolete. Only diesel and electric locomotives 

were operational. 
• 1987-1995- The Indian Railways reservation system was computerised. 

The Indian Railways now operates one of the world's largest rail networks. On an 

annual basis, more than 17 million passengers avail the transport services offered by 

the Indian Railways. The employment opportunities generated by the Indian Railways  

also quite remarkable. Over 1.6 million employees work under the payrolls of the Indian 

Railways



. 

 
World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways 

 

 
 

 
World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways – an Introduction 

 
World Heritage Sites are the sites that are included on the list maintained by 

International World Heritage Programme administered by the UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee. These heritage sites have outstanding cultural or natural importance to the 

common heritage of humanity. Indian Railways also has a few sites that have been 

declared as World Heritage Sites by the UNESCO. Just even a few days back, there 

has been three World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways, which include (i) Mumbai 

ChhatrapatiShivaji Terminus (CST), (ii) Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, and (iii) Nilgiri 

Mountain Railway. But on 7th July, 2008, UNESCO included Kalka – Shimla Mountain 

Railway into the list of World Heritage Site to make the number of World Heritage Sites 

in Indian Railways to four. 

 



Mumbai ChhatrapatiShivaji Terminus (CST) 

 
ChhatrapatiShivaji Terminus (CST) is a historic railway station in Mumbai. Formerly 

known as Victoria Terminus, or Bombay VT, it is one of the busiest railway stations in 

India and the headquarters of the Central Railways. One of the World Heritage Sites in 

Indian Railways, this historic station was designed by Frederick William Stevens in 

1887-1888, and it took Rs. 16.14 lakh at that time to build it. This terminus took ten 

years to complete and was named after the reigning Queen Victoria. 

 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 

 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway is another World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways, 

nicknamed as the “Toy Train”. It is a narrow-gauge railway (610mm) that runs from 

Siliguri to Darjeeling in West Bengal. Built between 1879 and 1881, this 86 km long 

railway, powered by a steam engine, ascend from 100m at Siliguri to about 2,200m at 

Darjeeling. This railway has been listed in the World Heritage Site in 1999. 

 
Nilgiri Mountain Railway 

 
Nilgiri Mountain Railway is another World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways that runs 

between Mettupalayam and the hill station of Udagamandalam. The only rack railway in 

India, Nilgiri Mountain Railway runs on the Nilgiri Hill, in Tamil Nadu, South India. One 

of the oldest mountain railways in India, this railway was opened by the British in 1899. 

It was included in the World Heritage Site in July, 2005. 

 
Kalka – Shimla Mountain Railway 

 
Kalka – Shimla Mountain Railway is the latest entrants in the World Heritage Sites in 

Indian Railways. On 7th July, 2008, UNESCO enlisted it on the list of World Heritage 

Sites. Constructed in 1903, Kalka – Shimla Mountain Railway is one of the significant 

railways in India. This 96.6 km railway stretches from Kalka to Shimla in Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 
For more information on World Heritage Sites in Indian Railways, please go through 

the site www.headlinesindia.com. 
 

Indian Railways-World Heritage Sites 
 

Indian Railways is one of the world’s largest railway networks comprising 

115,000 km (71,000 mi) of track over a route of 65,436 km (40,660 mi) and 

7,172 stations. In April 2015, Indian Railways has completed 162 years of 

connecting India. 

Several UNESCO World Heritage Sites are part of the Indian Railways. 

UNESCO has recognized three hill railways in India as world heritage sites, 

grouping them as 

‘Mountain Railways of India’. The other world heritage site that is part of the 
Indian 

http://www.headlinesindia.com/


THE DARJEELING HIMALAYAN RAILWAY 
 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway in1895 | Source: Wikipedia 

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway opened in 1881, and was the first hill passenger 

railways in India. Its design applies bold and ingenious engineering solutions to the 

problem of establishing an effective rail link across a mountainous terrain of great 

beauty. The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway is intimately linked with the development of 

Darjeeling as the queen of hill stations and one of the main tea-growing areas in India, 

in the early 19th century. 
 

A train at the Ghoom Station | Source:Wikipedia 

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway consists of 88.48 kilometers of 2 feet (0.610 meter) 

gauge track that connects New Jalpaiguri with Darjeeling, passing through Ghoom , one 

of the highest railway stations in the world, at an altitude of 2258m 



 
The Batasia Loop| Source: Wikipedia 

The innovative design includes six zigzag reverses and three loops with a ruling gradient of 1:31. 
 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway – A part of the daily life in Darjeeling 

1999, and was the second railway in the world to have this honour bestowed upon it. 
 

The Nilgiri Mountain Railway 

The construction of the Nilgiri Mountain Railway, a 46-km long metre-gauge 

single- track railway was completed in 1908. This railway, scaling an 

elevation of 326 m to 2,203 m, represented the latest technology of the time. 



 
The Nilgiri Mountain Railway at Ketti near Ooty 

(Udhagamandalam) 
In July 2005, UNESCO added the Nilgiri Mountain Railway as an extension to the World 

Heritage Site of Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, the site then became known as “Mountain 

Railways of India. 
 

 

The rack section of the line, from Kallar to Coonoor (elevation 1,712 m). There are 208 curves 

and 13 tunnels, and 27 viaducts. The Kallar Bridge over the River Bhawani, the Adderley 

Viaduct and the Burliar Bridge are examples of such composite bridges. 
 



The Kalka Shimla Railway. 
 

The Kalka Shimla Railway is a a 96-km long, single track working rail link built in the 

mid-19th century, connecting Kalka in the foothills, to Shimla. 
 

Kalka Shimla Railway 

 
Old photograph of the Barog Station, beside the Barog tunnel 

Originally 107 tunnels were built on Kalka Shimla Railway Track and 102 remain in use. 

The longest tunnel is at Barog. 



  
 

Kalka Shimla Railway 

 
 

In 2008, the Kalka–Shimla Railway became part of the World Heritage Site ‘Mountain 

Railways of India’. 

SOURCE:UNESCO 
 

Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus – A UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST) is an historic railway station in Mumbai which 

serves as the headquarters of the Central Railways. 
 

The station was built in 1887 in the Bori Bunder area of Bombay to commemorate the 

Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. The station’s name was changed from Victoria 

Terminus to Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus in 1996 . 
 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/944/


The Victoria Terminus, was the first terminus station in the subcontinent. 
 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) is an outstanding example of 

late 19th century railway architecture in the British Commonwealth, characterized by 

Victorian Gothic Revival and traditional Indian Features, as well as its advanced 

structural and technical solutions. 
 

 

 



 

GREETINGS FROM  ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL 
The volunteers are essential to preserving our railroad heritage.  There are no paid   employees.         
Volunteer Today!  
No previous railroad experience is necessary! 
If you are interested in volunteering, use our online form below 
Some of the positions available are: 
Volunteer opportunities 
Volunteers make a difference every day in the socety . It’s what makes us a caring community. When 
you invest your time, skills and enthusiasm in volunteering, you help make our city a vibrant and 
rewarding place to live, work and play. The All india rail safety council  offers a wide variety of volunteer 
opportunities for students, adults and seniors. 
Why volunteer? 
Increase self-confidence 
Meet people with similar interests and become a valuable member of a team 
Gain experience and develop new skills 
Explore career choices and enhance your resume 
Contribute to your community 
Why it matters 
It’s vital for strong, inclusive, and resilient communities 
It assists organizations in reaching their goals 
It helps builds relationships 
It’s fundamental to a healthy and democratic society in India 
What can I do? 
Whether you’re looking for a short term project or a long term commitment, there are many ways you 
can get involved. 

  

 
R.Padmanabhan 

Chairman 
ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL 

 

 







ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL
Work Space,1/22, Asaf Ali Road, NEWDELHI- 110002

e.mai: contact@railsafety.co.in  www.railsafety.co.in
Contact: +91 7397427456

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL

ON GOING PROJECTS

OUR PROJECTS ARE IN PIPELINE:

PM JAN AUSHADHI MEDICAL STALL IN EVERY RAILWAY STATIONS
IMPLEMENTING SKIL INDIA –MISSION
AGE HELP CENTERS ALL RAILWAY PLOTFORMS


